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lots on the strength of a telegram sent
by the Under Secretary for Lands. Those
people were under the impression that
they acquired rights in 1896, and no
doubt they did so; but those rights were
taken away by a section in the Land Act
of 1900, which was retrospective. Those
persons had taken up certain residential
lote which were 10 chains from the town-
site and were of 33ft. frontage, and there
were about 200 of these lots, What they
now asked was that they should have the
right of getting the fee simple of those
lands. This measure was introduced
into the Assembly really for the one
special purpose, he thought the Minister
said, of giving those people that right.
In a thin House the clanse was struck
out, and he (Mr. Jenkins) desired to
have the measure sent back to the
Assembly with the wish of the Council
that the clanse should be reinserted. In
reinserting that clause the Council would
be undoing what practically had been a
great injustice. He believed the reinser-
tion of the clause was not opposed by the
Ministers.

Hox. A. JamEson: No; they did not
oppose it.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Schedule :

Hox. A. . JENKINS moved that the
following be added to the Bill:—

THE SCHEDULE.

Residential leases of - .
Boulder Town Lots } 405 to 416 inclusive
De. do. 418 to 429 “
Do. do. ... 431 to 438 .
Do. do. . 44l to 444 "
Do. do 446 to 459 "
Do. do. 462 to 471 ”
Do, do 473 to 490 »
Do. do 492 to 499 »
Do, do 501 to 510 "
Do, do. 513 to 516 "
Do. do 518 to 625 1
Do. do 527 to 544 '
Do, do M3 to 652 .
Do. do. 554 to 661 ”
Do. do 563 to 582,
Do. do 587 to 606 "
Do. do 608 to 615 .
Do, do. 817 to 628 ”
Do. do 428 to 633 +
Do. do 8456 to G564+ ”

Question passed, and the schedule
added to the Bill.
Preamble, Title—agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions, ele.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-38 o’clock,
until the next day.

Legiglatibc Assembly,
Tuesday, 2nd December, 1902.
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Tree DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 2-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS,

PAPERS PRESEXTEL.

By the CoLoriaL SecrETARY. t . 8y-
laws of the municipality of Norseman.
2, Report (copy)and evidence of ** Drayton
Grange " inguiry.

Ordered: To lie on the table.

QUESTIONS T'0 NINISTERS.
(IN LIEU OF METIONS.)

Mp. HOPKINS by leave, asked the
Premier: Whether, seeing that the
Standing Orders were suspended, he
would assist members as far as possible
by answering questions for information
which, under other circumstunces, mem-
bers might move for in the shape of
returns.

Tae PREMIER said he would be glad
to do that; but he did not want to
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encourage notices which involved a great
deal of expense in answering questions,
unless we knew by wmeans of discussion
on motion with what object the informa-
tion was sought.

Mr. THOMAS (referring to notice of
questions asking for information) said
he could not obtain the information he
required ou railway mutters unless in the
form of a question, because if he were to
give notice of motion it would be impos-
sible for such motion to come on now
that the Standing Orders were suspended.

QUESTION—RAILWAY.YARD
LABOURERS’ WAGES.

Mz, HASTIE (for Mr. Johnson) asked
the Minister for Railways: 1, If it is
true that casual labourers are engaged in
the Kalgoorlie loco. yards at 8s. per day.
2, If so, why have the wages agreed to
by these employees und the department
gome two years back heen reduced.

Tue MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: t, Yes. 2, No agreement to be
inferred from the question is within the
kuowledge of the department,

QUESTION—NEW LAW COURTS, PAR-
TICULARS.

Mr. HASTIE (for Mr. Johnson) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, When is it
expected the new Taw Courts will be
completed. 2, What was the time fixed
in the contract for the completion. 3,
Was six months rebate on the time agreed
to by the contractor. 4, If so, why. 5,
Has the contractor exceeded the time. 6,
If 8o, ie o fine being inflicted. 7, What
is the amount pev day. 8, What amount
a3 rebate waz uagreed to for cutting
Donnybrook stone out of the building
and substituting the inferior building
material “ stucco.” g, Did the contract
specify the roof to be covered with slate,
10, Why has this not been dome. 11,
What amouant, as rebate, was agreed to
for subatituting the inferior roofing. 12,
Will there be any extras. 13, If so,what
amount is estimated to cover them.

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, February, 1903. 2, 30th
March, 1908. 3, Contractors offered to
complete in “six mounths less time.” 4,
On account of alteration from freestone
to cement dressings. 3, Yes. 6, Pen-
alties to be incurced will be dealt with on
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completion. 7, £10 per week. 8, £5,425.
9, Yes. 10, As the roof is not visible,
galvanised iron was substituted with board-
ing and felt under. 11, £677 0s. 10d.
12, Yes. 13, £98419. 7d., cost of which
is met by reductions in other matters.

QUESTIONS (2)—~RAILWAY DEVIATION,
FREMANTLE.

Mr. HIGHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, If it is the intention of the
Grovernment to take any farther steps in
the construction of the proposed Fre-
mantle-Cottesloe deviation during recess.
z, If not, is the Government prepared to
allow this matfer to stand over pending
discussion early in the next session of
Parhinment.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The Government does not and
never did propose to commit the State
to any scheme for the extension of the
Fremantle Harbour Works until Parlia-
ment had considered and decided the
question,

Mr. FOULKES asked the Minister
for Works: Whether he will undertake
not to take any farther steps with regard
to the construction of the deviation of the
ratlway in the Buckiand Hill, Cottesloe,
and Peppermint Grove Roads Board
District until the question of the routes
is first submitted to this House.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : The answer was the same as that
to the preceding question.

QUESTION — WATER SUPPLY
(ARTESTAN), COTTESLOE.

Mg. FOULEES asked the Minister
for Works: If he will take the necessary
steps to bore for an artesian supply of
water at some convenient place at
Cottesloe.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied : It is not considered necessary at
present to undertake any boring work at
Cottesloe, which place could be supplied
fruni the Claremont bore. It is possible,
however, that a separate service reservoir
at Cottesloe may become necessary when
increased consumption demands it; and
if this is 80, and if it is also found that
the Claremont bore does not yield suffi-
cient, the question of putting down a
separate bore for Cottesloe can then be
considered,
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Jacosy, leave of
absence for one fortnight granted to the
member for West Kimberley (Mr. Pigott),
on the ground of urgent private businees;
and on motion by the PremrEg, leave for
one fortnight granted to the hon. the
Speaker, ou account of illness.

REPORT—COLLIE TO COLLIE-BOULDER
RAILWAY BILL.

On motion by Mr. Hasrtik, the House
resolved into Committee to consider the
report of the select committee on the
Collie to Collie-Boulder Railway Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Me. IniingworrH in the Chair; the
MinTsTER FOR WORES AND RAILWATYS in
charge.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Authority to coustruct:

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
select committee appointed to inguire
into this Bill had made certain recom-
mendations, the most importaut of which,
perhaps, was that contained in paragraph
5 of the report :—

Your committes, after viewing the site and

carefully considering all the evidence, are of
opinion that the Collie-Boulder line should
terminate on Lease 126 at a point to be fixed
by the Engiuneer for Railway Surveys as being
suitable for a station. Should this course be
adopted, care must be taken to provide that
the operations of the Collie-Boulder Company
by undermining or the erection of buildings
or otherwise will not interfere with any future
extension of the railway.
Having regard to that recommendation
and also to other recommendations of the
report, the Government had sent the
Engineer for Railway Surveys to the
locality with instructions to alter the
terminal point in accordance with the
recommendation of the sclect committee.
Sundry amendments iu the Bill itself and
also in the schedule were therefore neces-
sitated, as was also the preparation of a
fresh plan. In order that these amend-
ments might, for the convenience of mem-
bers, appear on the Notice Paper, he
moved that progress be reported.

Mg. Moran: Should not this report
have been adopted by the House before
being dealt with in this way ? .

Tare PrEmier: The same discussion
would arise on the Bill in Committee as
on 2 motion for the adoption of the select
committes’s report.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Reserves Bill.

Mgr. Moran: Were we in order ir
discussing the report before the House
had adopted it ?

TaE Cuairmav: Yes. Notice o con.
sider the report in Cowmmittee had been
given in accordance with Standing Order
358; therefore the report was now before
the Committee, Moreover, the motior
bad been carried.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
previously explained, the only object of
the Government in moving that progress
be reported was to save the time of the
Committee, The amendmeuts recom-
wended by the select committee having
been placed on the Notice Paper, discus.
siou of the repert and of the Bill might
proceed concurrently.

Motion (progress) passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
git again.

PERMANENT RESERVES REDEDICA-
TION BILL.

IN COMMITTRE,

Resumed from the 25th November.

Clause 2:

Mer. DAGLISH: Would it not be
possible to recommit the Bill and make
the area in Clause 1 (2 roods 36 perches)
the same as that in Clause 2 (F acre) ?
The area of the Hducation Department
reserve would then remain as it had been
from the first. One acre would be taken
from it and another acre given to it, o
fence now close to the street being shifted
about 40ft. farther back, and a triangle
formed by erecting a new fence which
would enclose from one-fifth to one-
fourth of an acre additional, probably
less than the 1 rood and 4 perches which
would be the distance between the 2
roods and 36 perches and the 1 acre
which were specified in Clauses 1 and 2
respectively. A number of members had
inspected the spot, all of whom could
corroborate the statement that this request
might be granted without infringing the
rights of the Education Department.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Surely the Government had fairly and
even liberally treated the Subiaco muni.
cipality, and could not give them more
land without seriously impairing the
school playground, interfering with in-
gress to and egress from the boys® school,
restricting access to the playground to a
narrow lane between the fence it was
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proposed to erect and the present fence,
and rendering difficult the supervision by
teachers. After giving a short résums
of the negotiations, he would leave the
question to the good sense of the House.
In April, 1901, the agitation for acquiring
this land for Subiaco was started, and
the then Minister of Education (Hon. G.
Randell) received a deputation. On the
12th March, 1902, the Inspector General
of Schools saw the member for Subiaco
and the town clerk, and arrived at an
agreement of such a nature that the
fence put up would meet the wishes of
both sides. The deputation next waited
upon the then Minister for Education
(Mr. Illingworth), who promised to give
them a strip of 1 to 13 chains, the
deputation having asked for two chaius.
There was a subsequent conference with
the Inapector General; the deputation ex-
plained that they wanted an additional
half chain for a nursery ground ; and the
Tnspector recommended to the Minister
that this area be given in the form
of a triangle instead of a rectangle, to
permit of supervision of the playground
by the teachers. To this the Minister
agreed, thereby giving them the two
chains asked for, though not in the shape
desired. With this grant the deputation
declared themselves satisfied, and thanked
the Minister. In the circumstances, the
last request, of the municipality seemed
like a Dreach of agreement, though the
hon. member representing Subiaco, of
which he was the mayor (Mr. Daglish),
was not to blame for doing his best. The
Government could not lose sight of the
requirements of the Education Depart-
ment; therefore Subiaco should not ob-
tain this exira land, notwithstanding the
admirable use wmade of the ground
previously granted.

Me. DAGLISH : The Minister was in
error in regard to the original application
for land, which was not for two but for
three chains, the full length of the
gardens. The municipality understood
this had been informally promised over
12 mounths ago by the Treasurer; but
later the council were told they would
have to be satisfied with one and a half
or two chaing. That would have been
satisfactory ; but subsequently they found
they were to get much less—a triangular
strip running from zero up to about two
chains—vastly different from a grant of
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two chains or even one and a half. The
result had been considerably to injure
the symmetry of the gardens. There had
been no liberality to the municipality,
which did not want the land for muni-
cipal purposes, nor to improve it for local
needs only, but to provide a resort for
visitors also, the gardens being used as
wmuch by visitors from Perth as by local
people.  There was no more liberality in
allowing the municipality to make the
gardens than in the Government making
gardens for the municipality of Perth
within the Perth boundaries. The Gov-
ernment had allowed Subiace to spend
its funds in providing a resort for the
public, instead of the Governinent spend-
ing the money as in other places. The
gardens were kept up at the expense of
the ratepayers for the good of the general
public. His children attended the school,
and he would not ask the department to
give up anything which would interfere
with the school’s efficiency Yesterday
he had visited the ground with the
Inspector General, and the alleged diffi-
culty of supervision was purely imaginary.
At present the teachers had to go to the
playground to supervise; and this they
could do after the proposed alteration,
though the supervision must be exercised
from another spot. He moved that the
words “ one rood and four perches” be
inserted afier “ acre,”” in lime 2.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY :
From » shorthand report of the first
deputation it appeared that the then
Mayor of Subiaco (Mr. Bastow) pointed
out that the ground wae too small for the
gardens, but could be enlarged by adding
about two chains from the school play-
ground, and that the Education Depart-
ment could take in the block at the other
side of the ground to recoup the loss.
The then Colonial Secretary said the
arguments of the Inspector General had
convineed him that the taking of the
ground from the school would not be
justifiable, and that there was a strong
feeling to that effect among the Subiaco
residents, but that if by doing so he
could still retain a sofficient area for the
playground, or obtain land on the other
side as suggested, he would be willing to
assist the council. Substantially that
was done; and in April, 1902, a letier
wug written to the Subiaco council defi-
nitely setting forth the position, and
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stating, inier alia, that this is the
final decision of the Minister, and no
more land can be given to your council”
In answer to that letter, on the 2ist
April, 1902, the town clerk of Subiaco
wrote to the Inspector General of Schools
conveying the thanks of the council for
the grant of land to the municipal
council. If this final decision was to be
upset, no end would be reached. The
municipality of Subiace had expressed
themselves as satisfied with the grant
that had been made.

in Committiee,

could be added to the playground. The
Subiaco wmunicipality had turned the
ground which had been granted to them
iuto a garden not for any section of the
people, and it was more used by the
children than the playing ground attached
te the schosl. If the Minister did not
pay so much attention to the head of
his department. he could find & way out
of the difficulty. No objection could be
raised on the score that a small entrance

" would be made to the playground.

Mr. TAYLOR: Would the amend--:

wment mean that the municipal couuetl of
Subiaco would take portion of the piece
of land now used as a playground by the
children attending the Subiaco school ¥
If so he would vote against the umend-
ment, because the ground could not be
taken away withoul interfering with the
playground, which was of more utility
than a garden set apart for playing bowls
in. If the Committee granted this portion
of land to the Subiaco municipal council,
we would be taking away the best
portion of the children’s playground.
The children would have to play on the
side of a sandhill, becanse the land pro-
posed to be taken away was the only flat
portion of the plavground. The children
would also be forced to go through a
narrow passage, like a drafting yard, to
reach the playground.

Mg. NANSON: Judging from the
remarke of the member for Mt. Margaret,
there wus some misconception of what
was intended to be dome. So far as he
had been able to gather only a compara-
tively small portion of the playground
was to be taken away. It was now
nothing but a sandy waste, not suitable
for a playground nntil gravel was laid
down. If the ground was given to the
Subiaco municipality and converted, as
the adjoining ground had been, into a
garden, it would be equally open to the
children. Subiaco had a very small
garden, but it was an object-lesson to

every municipality in the State. They had .
made good use of the ground which had
. ground asked for the children could not

been given them, and there was an
abundance of Government ground gmuite
close to the school
hardsbip to the children to have this
piece of ground taken away, and if there
was not encugh left a portion of the
reserve which was close to the school

It would be no

Mr. WALLACE: The playground
was a Dbarren sandy patch on which
children could not play with any degree
of pleasure. If the ground was taken
from the Education Department it would
still be available to the children, and
would be more useful from a health point
of view., As there was plenty of other
ground which could be given to the
school for a playground, there wounld be
no hardship in taking the small portion
required away. The children of Subizco
would benefit more if the ground was
placed in the bands of the Subiaco
municipality than if left in the hands of
the Education Department. The Subiaco
municipality were desirous of improving
the centre, and they should be encouraged
in their work. Becanse Subiaco did not
vears ago ask for acres of land like Perth
did, they should not be deprived of a
small piece of land now. The Subiaco
municipal garden was centrally situated
aud beautifully kept, und he hoped the
extension would be granted, for if it
remained under the Education Depart-
ment it would be a sandpatch for many
years to come.

Mue. TAYLOR: It was not the desire
of the Education Depurtment to leuve
the school playground as a sandy patch.
Up to the present time not a penny had
been spent on that ground.

Tae CoLowiaL Secrerary: Not om
the portion asked for, but arcund the
school building money had been spent
and the inprovement was gradually being
extended year by year.

Mr. TAYLOR: On the piece of

play cricket or football. The land should
not be taken away but should be left as
a playground. He hoped the Govern.
ment would spend more money to make
the school playground more attractive
for the children and more suitable to
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The school ground at Subiaco ' could not see his way to recommend that

was a disgrace to the Government and to | this ground should be given to the

Parliament.

‘What the municipulity bad -

done could be carried cut by the Govern-

ment in the playground. He would feel
inclined to vote for a motion to anpex
the municipal gardens at Subiaco and

- set them aside asa children's playground,
an-} not have gardens set apart for people
to play bowls m.

Mz. JACOBY: If the extra ground
was granted to the municipality of
Subiaco, would the wmunicipality at any
time be able to devote the land to any

other use than gurden purposes? If it
were a case of the ground becoming ;

exceedingly valuable, could the munici-

pality sell that ground and perhaps erect .
# bwlding on thia particolar ground, or |
was the reserve granted in such a manner

that it must be kept as a garden ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: By
the wording of the Bill, if the land were
added to Reserve 5694 it would be
dedicated, as Reserve 5694 already was,
to the purpose of public gardens, and he
thought this dedication wounld debar the
municipality from putting it to any other
use. At the same 6ime, as he had alveady
pointed out, he thought that the in-
convenience that would be caused to the
Education Department would bhe too
great for him, and he should say for the
House, to grant the request made by the
member for Subiaco (Mr, Daglish),
With regard to the gravelling of the
playground, which had been alluded to
by the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor), as quickly as money could be
found for that purpose it was being done.
Throughout the State a considerable sum
was spent every year in the improvement
of playgrouuds.

Were we tlo start to

improve every playground in the State, it

would take such a tremendous som of
money that members would stand aghast
when the Estimates were brought before
them. Omne of the greatest wishes he
could possibly have would be to see
children indulging in all sorts of healthy
exercises upon playgrounds. He scarcely
thought the contention put forward by
the member for the Murchison (Mr. Nan-
gon) had much te recommend it to the
Comumittee. He hoped the Committee
would support him in the view he was
taking, and which he musi say he was
sorry he had to take.

municipality of Subiaco, because he was
one of the first to admit that they had
tade the best possible use of the ground
they already had. Still, the inconvenience
which would be caused to the Education
Departinent would be toe great for him
to recommend that this should be done.

Me. DAGLISH: The member for
Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) was wrong
when be said that this would interfere in
any wuy with the children’s playground.
There wag no interference with the foot.
ball ground or the cricket ground. Tt
was all a question of departmental con-
venience, and nothing elee. The hon.
member iwplied that the ground was
wanted for bowling-green purposes. That
wag incorrect. The bowling green would
be closed in about four wonths, and it
was not to be used again for that pur-
pose. This additional piece of ground,
if obtained, would be used solely for
garden purposes in the true meamng of
the word. There was no desire to use it
for any other purpose. He should be the
first to vesist any alienation of Crown
lauds in the interests of the municipality
for aoything but public purposes. The
ground would be useful to children and
women. The place was resorted to by
children during lunch time, and they had
far more quiet enjoyment there than in
the playground. He thought that the
girls mostly resorted to the garden in the
Iunch hour, and the boys had in another
place ample room to disport themselves
in ¢ricket wnd football.

Amendment put, end a division taken
with the following result.—

Ayes 10
Noes 15
Majority ugainst ... 5
Ates. Noza.
My, Daglish Mr. Bath
Mr. Diamond Mr. Butcher
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Gardiner
Mr. Haostie Mr, Gregory
Mr. Hophins Mr. Holman
Mr. Jacoby Mr, Ki ill
Mr. Nanson Mr. McWillinms
Mr. O'Gonnor Mr. Monger
Mr. Reid My, Qots
Mr. Wallnea (Tallor), Mr. Qui
Mr. Ragon
My, Stone
Mr. Toylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Higham (Taller).

Amendment thus negatived, and the

He regretted he | clause passed.
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Preamble, Title—agreed to. '

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

RABBIT PEST BILL.

Read o third time and fransmitted to
the Legislative Council.

ELECTORAL BILL,

The PREMIER (Hon, Walter James)
moved that the Bill be recommitted for
amendwments appearing on the Notice !
Paper. Some of these were consequential, '
dealing with the question of electors’ -
rights, and they all really arose on that. :

Question passed, and the Bill recom-
mitted.

IN COMMITTEE.
MEe. IrrivgworTH in the Chair,
Clause 20—O0ne adult one vote: ‘
Tag PREMIER moved that the clause |
be struck out and that the following be
ingserted as Clause 19:—

No person may at the same time be regis-
tered on more than one Council roll or en
more than one Assembly roll.

This new clause was consequent on the
decision to abolish plural voting in respect
of both Houses, ;

Amendment passed, and the new clause
insorted.

Part IV.—Electors’ rights :

Tae PREMIER moved that Part IV.
{Clauses 21 to 28, inclusive) be struck
out. The necessary machinery was pro-
vided by the new clauses on the Notice
Paper,

mendment passed, and Clauses 21 to
28, inclusive, struck out.

Clause 32 —Arrangement;

Tee PREMIER moved that after
“rollg,” line 1, there be inserted *“the
municipal and road board rolls.” This
amendment did not continue or perpetuate
the present system of making u;lv rolls
from municipal or road board rolls, but
merely ena.bf;d the registrar to make the
new electoral roll as complete as possible
by means of the informatiou contained in
these other rolls.

Me. HASTIE: Was the registrar to
be empowered to use municipal and roads |
board rolls in making up the first electoral |
roll only ? |

1
|

Tae PreMIER : Whenever a new elec-
toral rol) was to be prepared.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mg. HASTIE: Experience had shown
that the municipal and roads board rolls
were absolutely unreliable, and if they
were used in the prepuration of the elec-
toral roll, the result would be highly
unsatisfactory.

Tre PREMIER: The registrar would
not copy the municipal and roads board
rolls any more than he now copied the

- census returns, but would merely avail

himself of those rolls in order to supple-
ment information otherwise at his dis-
posal.

Mg. Hasrte: Could not the same end
be attained without this clause?

Tee PREMIER: No. In view of the
widened franchise for the Legislative
Couneil, those possesging the qualifica.

" tion under this Bill would in many cases

not be on the present. Council roll, which
therefore wus quite inadequate as a basis
for the preparation of the new Council
roll under this Bill. In the past, trouble
had arisen from the circumstance that
the registrar was bound to accept the
municipal and roads hoard rolls as sent in.

Mg. Hasrie: That would not be so
under this clause ?

Tue PREMIER: No.

Amendment passed, and the wurds

" inserted.

New clause—Names of Council electors
to be registered on one roll only:

Tre PREMIER moved that the fol-
lowing be added, to stand as Clause 34:—

{1.) Notice, in the Form C in the Second
Schadule, shall be given by the Inspector of
Parliamentary Rolls to every elector whose
name appears on the rolls of two or more
provinces, requiring the elector to choose the
province for which he ia to be registered.

(2.) In defanlt of & choice being mnde by
the elector, and communicated to the Inspector
of Parlinmentary Rolls within the time stated
in the notice, the Inspector of Parlinmentary
Rolls ghall strike out the name of the elector
from every roll, except one to be stated in the
notice.

On the preparation of new rolls various
persons would be found to have a vote
for more provinces than one, whilst the
House had decided that no person should
vote for more than one province. The
question then arose in what provinee a
person entitled to registration in more
than one provinee should register. As
the result of discussion it was agreed
that such a person should be allowed a
choice, but it no choice were made some
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means of settling the question must be
provided. Accordingly, under this clause
the registrar on finding an elector qualified
for two or more provinces would send him
s notice inquiring for which province the
elector desired to vote, and stating thatin
default of the elector specifying, he would
be placed on the roll for a particular
province named.

Mr. HASTIE: In some cases the
registrar might not detect the fact that an
elector was on the roll of more than one
province. Did the measure provide any
penalty for the casting of two or more
votes ? The Federal Electoral Act pro-
vided a penalty.

Mr ATKINS: Was not the better
course toimpose a penalty on the registrar
for neglect in allowing a person to have a
vote for more than one province?

Tee PREMIER: The matter would
be considered.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

New Clauses:

Tae PREMIER moved that the
following be added to the Bill :—

Parr VI
Additiona of New Names,

87. New names may be added to rolls pur-
suant to (o} Claims; or (&) Applications fo
transfer.

Forma of Claima.

38. Claims may be in the Form D or E in
the Second Schedule, and shall be signed by
the claimant, and shall be sent to theregistrar
of the province or district in which the
claimant desires to vote.

Regqistration of Claime.

39, If the claim is in order, the registrar
shall, pursuant to claim, immediately enter the
claimant’s name, and the particulars relating
to him, on the roll, and shall file the claim.
The machinery clauses relative to electors’
rights having been struck out, these new
clanses were designed to fake their place.

Mz. Hagrie: The clauses were similar
to those struck out of the Bill?

Tuae PREMIER: Yes; except that no
mention was made of electors’ rights.

Mr. HOLMAN: Did the new clause
numbered 39 entitle a person to vote so
soon as his name had been placed on the
roll?

Tre PremiER: Yes.

Question passed, and the new clauses
added to the Bill.

Clause 44— Right to transfer:

{2 Decemcer, 1902.]

Woler Supply Bill. 2561

Tae PREMIER moved that the follow.
ing be inserted as Subclause 1 :—

Any elector whose pame iz on the roll for
any province, and who possesses another
sufficient gualification ir another province or
in another division of the same provinge, may
transfer his name to the division of the roll to
which such other qualification relates.

M=r. Hastie: Until how long before
an election might names be transferred P

Tae PREMIER: Up to the time of
the issue of writs, in the same way as in
connection with the Lower House.

Mg. TavLor: An elector might transfer
his vote, but would be euntitled to vote
only once ?

Taeg PREMIER: Yes.

Question passed, and the subclause
inserted.

Bill reported with farther amendments,
and the report adopted.

THIRD READING,

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil. .

LEONORA TRAMWAY BILL.

Read a third time, aod transwitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

At 4 o'clock, buginess suspended 15
minutes.

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WATER
SUPPLY BILL.

SECOND READING (MOVED).

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
C. H. Rason): In rising to move the
second reading of this Bill, perhaps the
House will approve, seeing o greut a
time apparently bas passed since the
schetne was initiated, and there have
been so many changes inside the House
and outside of it, if T attempt, before
endeavouring to describe the details of
the Bill iself, to give a history of the
Coolgardie Water Scheme froms its incep-
tion to the present time. The subject 18
too vast to be condensed into a few words,
but I shall endeavour to be as brief as
possible, and I hope the House will be
patient with me if my discourse prove
unfortunately too wearicome, because the
subject is not one which lends itself easily
to the display of oratorical powers, even
if I were capable of it. In the summer
of 1893 and 1894, the rainfall upon the
Eastern Goldfielde had been so very
scanty, and there had been such a rush
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of people to these fields in coneequence of
their marvellous progress and thejr great
wealth, that there was developed a dire
peed for a water supply. The necessity
bad been accentuated by the extension of
the railway system to the fields, and it
may safely be said it was only with the
most energetic measures on the part of
the then Government, cuupled by the
expenditure of a very large suin of public
money upon what were more or less
temporary alleviating wmeasures, that a
very great calamity was avoided. It is
somewhat hard to realise now that this
great scarcity of water could have ever
existed on the fields ; but those amongst
us who knew the fields in the early days
remember that even in Coolgardie itself,
a long time after that place had begun
to wear the appearance of a prosperous
goldfields townm, it was by mo eans
all Uncommon occurrence to pay up to
2s, 6d. a gallon for water for drinking
purposes, water hastily condensed and
still warm; and I am told—it is hear-
say of course—that hotelkeepers were
wont to more jealously guard the manner
in which the customer helped himself
to the water than to the whisky bottle;
and in regard to water for batbing pur-
poses, out of respect to the feelings of
many prominent citizens I will draw the
veil. This unecessity for procuring an
adequate and permanent water supply had
forced itself so strongly upon the atten-
tion of the Government that during the
latter part of the year 1894 and the early
part of 1895 the Government were consid-
ering very earuestly how that supply
could best be brought ubout. The first
idea of pumping water to the fields seems,
so far as I have been able to ascertain, to
haveoriginated with acontractor, Mr.John
Maher. In September, 18%4, Mr, John
Maher applied to the Minister for Mines
for a water-right to take water from the
tributaries of the Avon at Northam; to
erect reservoirs there, and pump the water
thence to Coolgardie, a distance of 290
miles. The matter was referred to the
Governmeut, who were advised that &
private Bill would be necessary, and Mr.
Maher was informed that if such a
measure was introduced into Parliament,
and the Government approved of its
terms, they would endeavour to assist its
passage through the Legislatore. Nothing
more however was heard of the matter.
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Mr. Moraw: The Bill was drafted
and submitted, but the Government were
not favourable.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Various other proposals were brought up
from time to time and considered: they
were mostly for condensing on a large
scale on the salt lakes situated in different
parts of the fields. These schemes for
condensing on a large scale, as a parmanent
solution of the difficulty, were abandoned
for many reasons, namely the compara-
tively high cost of providing fresh water
Erom water so very saline in character as
that existing on the goldficlds even with
the most. modern appliances, the consider-
able difficulty and expensge that would be
experienced 1n obtaining an adequate and
certain supply of even salt water, and also
to sowe extent the possibility of the fuel
necessary for condensing operations be-
coming scarce in the immedate future, In
December, 1834, Mr. Jobson, then an
employee of the Government in charge of
the water supply on the Eastern Gold-
fields, reported on the necessity of pro-
viding an adequate supply for the future,
unless condensing operations on the gold.
fields were conducted on a large scale so
a8 to render the fields independent of the
provision already made by means of
tanks, and independent, consequently, on
the rainfall which up to this period had
proved to be very uncertain. And here
I may be allowed to remark that the 24
tanks erected on the Bastern Goldfields
cost in construction £255,555. These
tanks contained on the 3lat Octoker last
24,270,666 gallons of water. Mr. Jobson
stated that he had beard it might be
possible to find suitable sites for the con.
struction of reservoirs in the Esperance
Bay distriet, or Fanny’s Cove country,
where he understood the rainfall was
from 24 inches to 25 inches per annum.
His suggestion was to construct reservoirs
there and pump the water thence to Cool-
gardie; and the one reason for his advo-
cating this locality was that even should
u supply of fresh water fail, it would be
possible to pump sea-water to Coolgardie
in order to keep the mines going, or
possibly to ondertake condensing opera-
tions on the coast on a large scale, and
pump the condensed water to the fields.
This proposal was not taken up by the
Government, and the subject seems to
have dropped for a time, although through
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the medium of the Press Lhe question of
the water supply on the fields continued
to agitate the minds of the public. It
was in the middle of the year 1895 that
Sir John Forrest, and in a smaller
measure the then Director of Works, Mr.
Venn, seriously tnrned their attention fo
a water supply for the goldfields. The
Engineer-in-Chicf, Mr. C. Y. (’Connor,

was asked to submit proposals for the |
supply of u large quantity of fresh water '

to Coolpardie; and, after consideration, it
was decided to prepare a scheme for
pumping water from reservoirs to be
placed at sites selected in the Darling
Ranges, and the immediate collection of
the necessary data was put in hand. In
October of the same year the Mines
Department was approached with a view
to uscertaining the probable quantity of
water that wounld be used by the mines,
but no satisfactory information was
fortheoming then. Accordingly the late
Engineer-in-Chief set to work to prepare
alternative proposals with estimutes for a
daily supply of varying quantities from
10,000,000 to 1,000,000 gallons,
some prelbminary calealations bad been
made, and the Agent (Feneral ¢cominuni-
cated with Dby cable concerning the
probable cost per horse-power of pumps
and other details, a preliminary section

of the railway line from Guildford to !
Coolgardie was ordered to be prepared,

a8 # basis on which to determine what
would be required for pipes and pumping
power. In December, 1895, instructions
were given for the examination of the
varions available catchment areas in
proximity to the railway line between
CGuildford and York. Simultanecusly,
information was being collected and cal-
culations were made regarding the cost of
different kinds of pipes, machinery, and
other engineering details necessary for
the production of a complete scheme,
fogether with the heights of prominent
hills contiguous to the railway line.
Alternative preliminary estimates were
then prepared by the late Engineer-in-
Chief, as before mentioned, on the basis
of the supply of various quantities of
water, and also on the basis of cast-iron
pipes and steel pipes of varying dinmeters;
with the result that out of 31 proposals
and estimates prepared, three were

selected as being, all things considered.

the best; and finally of these three, the one
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l to su%ply 5,000,000 gallons per day

through a steel pipe 30 inches in diameter
( was selected to form the basis of the

scheme, There has been so much com-

ment upon the question of the site

of the Helena Reserveir, its cost and
+ capabilities, that I may here give a
- few facts as to the site selected.
| The wisdom of the choice of site of

Helena Reservoir is evidenced from the
fact that notwithstanding the difficulties
ag regards foundations, the cost of the
reservoir (includiog all accessories such
as railway, outlet works, etc.) per thou.
gand gallong of availuble storage capacity,
is only one half the cost of the Yan
Yean Reservoir from which the Melbourne
Water Supply is drawn, taken on the
same basis. Putting the matter in
| another way, it may be stated that after
_ allowing for evaporation, the available
- gtorage capacity of the Yan Yean Reser-
voir is approximately the same as that of
the Mundaring Reservoir; and that while

the cost of the latter (exclusive of rail-
| way, river training works, and so forth)
can be taken as £200,000 in round
. numnbers, the cost of the Yan Yean on a

simtlar basis is £300,000; and moreover

£250,000 have been spent on leading-in
i and catchwater drains and for accessory
! works, in order to increase the inflow
[

into and the usefulness of the Yaun Yean
Reservoir, thus making its total cost
i £550,000, while the whole cost of the
Helena Resorvoir and all works acces-
sory thereto (including the railway)
can be put approximately at £235,000,
During the early part of the year 1896
exhaustive examinations were being made
of the various watersheds and streams on
the Darling Ranges that were within a
moderate distance of the goldfields rail-
way line, and certain of the sites were
surveyed. A site near Greenmount offered
by Mr. Hedges was first examined, but
was not considered suitable. In all, some
17 valleye were examined, with the result
that it was considered the Heleun Valley
offered the best site and catchment on
which to base the estimate. From ibis
preliminary examination, after subsequent
examination and verification of the figures
had been made, the site of the present
Helena Reservoir was selected for the
supply for the scheme. In April, 1896,
Mr. W. Wilson submitted a scheme to
the Government for the supply of the
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goldfields with water from a catchment
about 60 miles north of Menzies. Mr,
Wilson proposed to bring in a private
Bill to enable this to be done; but the
matter was not pursued. In the Queen’s
Speech at the opening of the session of
Parliament on July 7th, 1896, the Govern-
ment scheme was firsi officially mentioned,
when it was stated that a proposal would
be placed before Purliament to supply
water by pumping to the summit of Mt.
Burges, near Coolgardie, from reservoirs
in the Darling Ranges, at an estimated
coat of £2,500,000 for 5,000,000 galloas
per diem. On the 17th July, 1896, the
general report by the Engineer-in-Chief
wus completed, and was presented to
Parliament on the introduction of a Bill
for authorising the raising of a loan of
£2,500,000 for the scheme, that being the
sum which Mr. O'Connor estimated would
be required fo complete the work. The Bill
was introduced by SirJohn Forrest,and on
the second reading (21st July) a long
debate ensued ; the second reading being
carried on the 5th August. A joint select
committee of both Houses was proposed
by Mr. Charles Harper on the 6th
August, bub after being debated the pro-
posal was negatived. The Bill then went
mto Committee of the House on the
same day, and passed; passing also the
third reading on the 12th August, 1896.
The Bill then went to the Legislative
Council, the first reading being taken on
the 12¢h August; and on the 18th the
second reading was moved by Mr. (row
Sir Edward) Wittenoom, and after a long
debate the Bill was read a second time on
the 2nd September. On the 3rd Septem-
ber a seleet committee was proposed by
the Hon. R. G. Burges; but the proposal
was again negatived, and the Bill passed
through Committec of the House, being
also read a third time on the same day.
Onp the Loan Estimates for 1896-7 a sum
of £290,000, exclusive of departmental
charges, was provided; but as the work
in connection with the proposed scheme
was chiefly in departmental work, the
only money that was actually spent for
construction purposes from the vote was
some few pounds from the allocation for
reservoirs. Barly in August, 1896, in
connection with some statements that had
been made in Parliament throwing doubt
on the quantity of water that would be
required by the goldfields, Messrs, Bain-
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bridge, Seymour, & Co. wrote offering 1
take 5,000,000 gallons per day at 3a. 6d
per 1,000 for 20 years, provided the Gov
ernment would not compete with them ir
price. During the whole of this year pre
liminary investigations were being pushed
forward as quickly as possible, survey:
of the reservoir site at Mundaring wers
putin hand, and a survey for a railwa)
to connect the weir with the Easterr
Railway was also started. In additior
to this, more detailed surveys of the pro
posed pipe-line were commenced in ordel
that plans mright be prepared for submis
sion to and consideration of a Commis
gion of Engiueers in England that it wa:
proposed should be appointed, in accord
ance with paragraph 56 of the Engineer
in.Ohief's “report that had been placec
hefore Parlinment. For the same pur
pose, full details as to the various kinds o
pipes that had been suggested were
obtained, and also all possible informatio
that could be of any use to the Coinmis.
sion to generally determine the details o
the scheme. It was also decided that the
Engineer-in-Chief should, if possible
proceed to England at an early date tc
confer with the Comwission in regard t«
the general details of the work, and to be
able to give them advice on anv loca
questions that might arise. In December
1896, o cablegram wus received from the
Agent General stating that he proposed
with the sanction of the Government, &
appoint Mr. Carruthers, the Consulting
Engineer for the Colony, together with
Professor Unwin (n great authority on
transmisston of power), and Mr. G. F
Deukin, the engineer of the Liverpoo!
Water Supply, as a committee to con.
sider the Coolgardie Water Supply, witk
aunthority to appoint another commissioner
if necessary. On the 31st December
1896, the Government signified by
cable its approval of these appointments.
On January 22nd, 1897, after all pre.
liminary iovestigations had been com-
pleted, the Engineer-in-Chief left Western
Australia for Londan, arriving thereon the
25th February. Mr. ’Counor was con-
stantly present at the deliberations of the
Commisaion, and with them visited mangy
manufacturing centres and industries in
connection with appliances, materiale, and
machinery that might be required for
the carrying-out of the great project.
Amongst other places visited were Messra.
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James Simpson and Co.'s pumping-engine
factory in London, Messrs. McFarlane
and Strang’s pipe works, the Steel Com-
pany of Scotland’s Iron and Steel Works
at Glasgow, Messrs. Stewart and Clydes-
dale’s pipe works at Coatbridge, Sir
William Armstrong’s works at Elswick,
the Consett Iron Works, Bolchow,
Vaunghan, aod Co.’s steel works at New.
castle; besides these, the works of Ibbot-
son Bros.,, the works of Vickers and
Sons, the works of Steel, Peach, and
Tozer, the works of Howell and Co., the
works of Owen and Dyson at Sheflield,
the works of Kidson and Co., and Hat-
horn, Davey, and Co. at Leeds were also
inspected.  So that although it has been
the practice, I am afraid, during the last
few years of this scheme to say that the
subject was never thoroughly gone into
on tts inception, I think it will be seen
from the personnel of the Commission
of Hxperts in London, and the trouble
they took in the preliminary stage even,
that the investigation was thorough from
the stari. With other members of
the Commission Mr. O’Connor also pro-
ceeded to Paris to inspect some patent
steel and cement (* sidero-cement’)
pipes built by M. Jean Bordenave, that
sre largely used in Paris for sewerage
work, and had been suggested for the
Coolgardie pipe line. On August 3rd
the Commission presented its interim
report, and a few days later (namely
August 14th) Mr. O’Connor left England
on his return journey to Western Aus-
tralia, visiting Messrs. Krupp's steel
works at Essen and Magdeburg (Ger-
many), together with other works on his
journey across the Confinent. He ar.
rived in Perth on September 17th, 1897,
Tu April, .1897, while the Engineer-in.
Chief was in England, a firm of French
cootractors, Messrs. C. H. Vezin and
Sons, of Paris, submitted an offer to
do the work by contract for consider.
ably under the colonial estimate. It
has been urged that the State would
have done well to bave accepted that
offer. T propuse t» show to the House
that had the offer been accepted, it is
guite possible the contractors wmight
eagily have made a profit of something
like £100,000 out of it. The price of
£2,230,000 was for pipes ranging from
26 and 28 to 30 inches in diameter.
What I wish the House to keep in
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mind is that the price of £2,230,000
was for pipes ranging in size from 26 to
30 iuches. Those pipes it was thought
would nest on the road and save a great
deal of freight. But we have put into
this scheme pipes of 30-inch diameter all
through; and if we add £230,000 for the
difference in size of pipes and £170,000
for the distributing mains, which is the
gum shown in the original scheme, addiog
also £150,000 for difference in the pumps
we have provided, and difference in depth
of the weir, remembering also that we
put in pumps of a bigher power than
they proposed to put into the scheme, we
shall get a total of £2,780,000. For
£285,000, only £70,000 wmore, we
shall, T hope, and indeed I am con.
fident, be able to complete the scheme,
inelading the reticulation of Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, and Boulder. Adfter the
return of the Eugineer-in.Chief from
England the work was slowed down,
as it was understood that, owing to
the large expenditure of loan moueys
generally on works then in hand, and as
some diffieulty had been experienced in
placing loans on the English market, it
was not considered advisable to press on
too quickly with the Coolgardie Water
Bcheme. Had it been desired to press
on with the work, it would have been
possible to let a contract for pipes in
England in August of 1897. Reference
was made to this in the session of Parlia.
ment of October, 1897, in the Queen's
Speech, paragraph 8, in which the follow-
ing occurred : —

My Ministers regret that owing to the large
works already in progress from loan funds
which it is impossible to interfere with, some
little delay must occur before this great work
{the Coolgardie Water Scheme) can be under-
taken; but while regretting the necessity for
so great an expenditure on this work, they
are more than ever convinced that no other
wmeoans are available for providing a certain,

cheap, and good supply of fresh water to the
Coolgardie Goldfields.

Owing to the work not being then pushed
forward with energy, and perhaps owing
to the fact that it had become known that
there was some tightness in the money
market, the scheme generally became the
subject of conmsiderable eriticism in the
Press, and an offer to carry out the work
by contract for the sum of £2,231,500
was submitted by M. Bargigli on bebalf
of a Paris syndicate (M. Vezin and others
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before mentioned), payment to be made
in Treasury bonds. The Government
did not see their way at the time to let
the work by contract, as it had been
decided that the works generally shonld
be done departmentally. T may be ex-
cused if T am consulting notes more than
ie my wsual custom; but the House will
understand that the history of this work
is principally made up of details and
figures, and one could bardly commit to
memory all those estimates. The history
I am endeavouring to give you would be
valueless unless reliable in everv par-
ticular, The offer of M. Bargigli was
again renewed in March, 1898, and in
May, 1898, M. Bargigli was informed
by the Premier that the Govermment
were not prepared lo accept his offer, as
they intended to proceed with the work
forthwith themselves; and that besides
this, it would not be possible for the
Governmnent to enter into treaty with any
private individval for the carrying out of
80 large a work of this kind except with
the special approval of Parliament, There-
upon from this time onward up to the
time Parliament met in June, 1898, I
regret to say that M. Bargigli carried on
in the newspapers his erlicisms of the
scheme, both as to the design, estimates,
and personal qualifications and capabilities
of the Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. O’Connor).
Finally, on the 16th July, in the Assembly
a motion was carried by Mr. Quinlan,
that copies of all the proposals and offers
made to the Government relating to the
construction of the Coolgardie Goldfields
Water Supply since Lst October, 1897, und
all the Government estimates and reports
relating to such water supply, should be
laid on the table of the House; which
was complied with. On the 13th July
the Premier, in angwer to sundry questions
by Mr. Moran, stated that the work would
be vigorously carried on, and that the
Government were not in favour of the
construction of the work by private
enterprise. Again on the 26th July the
late Mr. Leake brought forward a motion
to the effect that proposals should bhe
invited from responsible persons to convey
waterto the Eastern Goldfields and dispose
of same, subject to the designs that had
been prepared being adopled and the work
being done under the supervision and
approval of the Government engiveers,
the Government to themse'-es construct
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tbe Helena Reservoir. A long debate
ensued, but the motion-was negatived on
the following day. Early in 1898 the
final report of the Englieh Commission
was received, and in January of that year
the Government gave instructions for
tenders to be called for the supply of
pipes. In accordance therewith, & cable-
gram to the Agent General was prepared
and despatched on the 22nd January,
authorising him to call for tenders for
330 miles of pipe main, the size and
specification of pipes to be as re-
commended by the Epglish Commis-
gion ; the pipes to he delivered to the
Government stacked at Midland Juunction,
the contractors to have the option of
either making the pipes in the State or
importing them ready-made. Instruc-
tions were given that the tenders were to
be advertised widely, and three wmonths
to be given for tendering; also liberty
wus to be given to contractors to tender
for other types of pipes. Following on
this eable a confirming indent was also
sent home. Following this cable and the
confirming indent, a considerable amounnt
of correspondence both by cablegram and
letter ensued with the Agent General and
the Consulting Engineer in London re-
garding the details of the pipes. On the
26th Februury the Government cabled to
the Agent General, stating that it had
been decided to call tenders for the pipes
by advertising simultaneously in Wesiern
Australia and England, and asked for the
specifications te be sent out to Western
Australia for the purpose of being exhi-
bited here. Tn due course, drafts of the
specifications for pipes were received in
the colony, and after alterations had been
made and various suggestions sent to
England in connection with the specifica-
tions and conditions, revised copies were
received, and on the 19th May the Ayent
Genern]l was advised by cable to issue
advertisements, the tenders to be return-
able on the 23rd August. During the
time that the specifications for pipes were
being cousidered, Mr. Ferguson’s patent
locking-bar pipe (which hud in a rather
imperfect state been already considered
by the commission of English engineers,
who were always favourably disposed
towards it) was perfected in design and
again brought specially under the notice of
the Engineer-in-Chief ; and at the end of
May the Engineer-in-Chief visited Ade-
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laide, nnd madea thorough investigation at
Mr. Ferguson's works there of the pipe
in question, the result of his investigation
being communicated to the Consulting
Engineer in England. Simultaneously
with the cable for tenders to be called for
pipes on the 21st Januvary, 1898, & similar
cable was senf authorising the Agent
General to call for tenders for pumps,
the power of the pumps to be as recom-
wended by the Commissioners; and the
suggestion was mwade that as to the
character of the pumps, the specification
should be for one type, but with liberty
to the contractors to tender for other
types if thev thought them suitable;
generally, the conditions to be the same
as for the tenders for pipes. Counsider-
able correspondence likewise ensued on
this cablegrum regarding the character
of tbe pumps; but as the details to be
settled in the specificutions were much
more complicated than in the case of the
pipes, the actual calling for tenders was
more delayed than in the case of the latter.
During the early part of 1898, not much
actual work was done in the colony in
connection with the scheme; but the
railway line between Mundaring station
and the Helena Weir site was com-
menced in Januvary and completed in
August, and the excavations for the
foundations of the Helena Weir were
started in April.  Investigations, how-
ever, were being made with regard to the
works generally, the fixing of the varivus
pumping stations, expansion joints for
pipes, design for weir and collateral
works, and the many contingent details
in connection with the scheme. The
final aselection of the route of the
pipe track was also commenced. On
the 23rd August tenders for pipes were
duly received in Perth, and on the
sawe day a cablegram was received from
the Agent General quoting the tenders
that had been received by mm in London.
The various tenders were then gone care-
fully into by the BEngineer-in-Chief, and
on tbhe 3rd September Mr. O’'Connor
reported to the Grovernment generally in
reference to the tenders received, that
the lowest tenders received in England
were from Messrs. Buchper, Blagen, &
Co., of Portland, U.8.A., for 246} miles
of riveted pipes; aod from Messrs.
Piggott & Co. (with Stuart & Menzies),
for 81} miles of welded pipe (for which
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tenders had been called), making in all
328 miles- of pipe at a total cost of
£1,255,308. The lowest tenders reveived
in Perth were for the rivefed pipes as
above mentioned from Messrs. G. & C.
Hoskins of Sydney, and (in lieu of the
welded pipes) for pipes of the locking-
bar type from Mr. Mephan Ferguson,
making a total of £922,694. In view of
Messrs. Hoskins and Ferguson both being
Australian firms, and their tenders to-
gether being lower than others received,
and also as the Engineer-in-Chief con-
sidered il would be advisable to adopt,
for the whole main, pipes of the locking-
bar type, he having in the meantime been
supported in that desive by Mr., Car-
ruthers, that type of pipe being con-
gidered distinctly better than riveted
pipes for the reasoms, amongst others,
that there would be less liability to leaks,
that it was stronger for equal weights,
and that the locking-bar created less
friction than rivet heads, he suggested
that Messra, Hoskins and Ferguson be
asked if possible to coalesce und to sub-
wit a joint tender for the whole. After -
a considerable amount of negofiation,
und a fresh contract being drawn in
the colony on the ULasis of the one
prepared in England, this coalition
was agreed upon; that is to say,
the (overnment aecquired the patent
rights of Mr, Ferguson, with the right
to manufacture the pipes, and ar-
ranged a contract for the supply of
balf of the total quantity required with
each of the two firms. Before, however,
the tenders were actually accepted, a
notice of motion was tabled by Mr.
Holmes in the Legislative Assembly, and
came on for discussion on the 14th Sep-
tember, that no tenders for the supply of
pipes for the Coolgardie Water Scheme
should be accepted without the approval
of the House. Duriag the lengthy de-
bate that ensued thereon, Mr. Morgans
moved an amendment practically to
strike out the whole of the motion and to
ingert—

That it is advisable in the interests of the
colony that the Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme shounld be proceeded with at
once, and this House urges the Government to
do kall things mnecessary to expedite the
work,

This amendment was carried, after de-
bate. Mr. Walter James then proposed
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a farther amendment to be added to Mr.
Morgans’s amendment as follows : —

And to provide that such works.as far as

possible be earried out by day labour employed
on the eight-hottrs system.
I hope Labour members will vealise that
there was a labour champion in this
House even before their advent to it.
This amendment was, however, lost, and
consequently Mr. Morgans's amendment
became the adopted resolution of the
House. Simultaneonsly with the debate
on Mr. Holmes's motion, which was con-
finued from time to time until the 22nd
September, BMr. Doherty ou the 2Ist
September moved in the Assembly—

That, in the opinion of this House, it is not
to the best interests of this colony that the
material and water pipes for the Coolgardie
Water Scheme should be imported from foreign
countries, but preference should be given to
Britigsh manufacturere.

This was passed after a short debate. On
the 19th Oectober, however, the Premier
made a statement to the House with
reference to this resolution to the effect
that the Government had wade represen-
tations to the contractors, but had not
been able to insert the necessary clause in
the contracts providing for preference
being given to British manufacturers,
without guaranteeing the - contractors
against loss in consequence, and this had
not been found practicable. The two
contracts, each for half of the supply of
pipes, were finally signed by the con-
tractors, Messrs. G. & C. Hoskins and
Mr. Mepbun Ferguson, on the 18th
October, 1898, the contract price for the
pipes totalling £1,025,124. The supply
of joint rings was also included in the
contracts at a schedule rate of £1 2s. 6d.
each in addition to the price for pipes
aforesaid. The contractors immediately
set about the ordering of the material,
the construction of the mnecessary
machinery, and the erection of build-
ings (by Messrs. Hosking at Midland
Junction, and by Mr. Ferguson at
Falkirk, near Bayswater) for the con-
struction of the pipes. I take this op-
portunity of saying that Loth those con-
tractors havecarried out their contract on
the whole and generally to the satisfac-
tion of the Government, and large as that
contract was I am glad to say there has
been no dispute, and there has been little
if any extra. Comparing the locking-
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bar with the riveted pipes, T may point
out that the tenders for the locking-bar
pipes were some £230,000 less than
riveted pipes of the same thickness, and it
was possible, therefore, with the locking-
bar pipes to give an extra {4th of an inch,
and thus insure more economical main.
tenance.

Mg. Moraw: The contract fixed up
wag a little over the amount of the
tender.

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
contract let for the locking-bar pipes was
for the sum of £2830,000 less than the
price in Englaud for riveted pipes of the
game thickness. I should like also to
compare the cost of this pipe line, with
gimilar lines elsewhere, as we have been
accused of all sorts of extravagance, ;
and I find from the * Proceedings of the
Iustitote of Civil Engineers” in London
that the cost of the portion of pipe line
from Thirlmere to Manchester, which is
for pipes 86 inches in diameter, was £3
15s. per lineal yard, including cost of
pipe-laying and jointing, trenching and
covering, also fixing valves and discharge
pipes, but not including the cost of valves,
bridges, wells, and similar special work.
At the rate of £3 15s. per lineal yard,
the cost. would be £6,600 per mile; and
deducting §th, the cost per mile of 30-
inch pipes on this basis is £5,500. It
may be mentioned, for contrast, that it is
not anticipated even on the farthest
section, namely from Coolgardie to Kal-
goorlie, that the cost per mile of the 30-
inch pipe line, including the neces.
sarily heavy expenditure on raillway
carriage, will amount to this sum.

M=z. Moraw: You do oot think this
comparison proves anything, without the
nature of the country being known.

Ter MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
it proves nothing more than this, it proves
a pipe line cost £6,600 per mile in England,
and it will cost less than that bere after
having to bring the pipes from England,
and after baving to send them by rail
from Fremantle to Coolgardie. Almost
every consideration of that kind is in
favour of Western Australin; but I
submit the tigures merely as being capable
of the construction, at all events, that we
have not been so extravagant as some
people wish to make out. On the 20th
September, 1898, the Goldfields Water
Supply Construction Bill was intreduced
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by the Premier in the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time.
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I now pass on until we come to the
Tt was

the Assembly on the 29th September,and | in the middle of 1899 that a firm of

was read a third time on the 4th October.
The only amendmnent that was made in
Committee of any importance was that
any claim for compensation for damage
done in connection with the work, unless
settled by agreement, should be referred to
a court of arbitration consisting of a joint
select commitiee of both Houses of Parlia-
ment. [ME. Moran : We remember that. ]
Another place, in its wisdom, altered that
provision and amended the Bill so that
the clause relating to compensation read
that three Judges of the Supreme Court,
sitting without a jury, were to assess the
damages, in lieu of the joint select com-
mittee of Parliament previovsly passed
by the Asgembly. In the light of recent
threatened actious, it is interesting to
note that another place was in the habit
of waking more or less judicious or
injudicious amendments in Bills even in
those days. I do not propose to weary
the Honse with any great detail as to
the pumping machinery, although it
gave more trouble to the Engineer-in-
Chief and the engineers associated with
him, probably, than did the question
of the pipes. Suffice it to say, after a
great amount of consideration the tender
of Messrs. James Simpson for Worth.
ington pumps was accepted, and the
delivery of those pumps was taken in
bhand straight away. The coutract has
been carried out, Iam glad to say, in a
most satisfactory manner, and in a
manner that does the greatest credit to
the firm that secured the contract and
their representatives here. During the
year 1899 active operations had been
pursued at Helena Weir. The excavation
for the dam was bLeing pushed forward
rapidly, but a very considerable ad-
ditional amount of excavation for fhe
foundations was found to be necessary
owing to the existence of a fault or rift
in the strata bLelow the bed of the
Helena river, which was diseovered soon
after the commencement of the ex-
cavations. This rift was followed down
for some 90 feet below the bed of
the Helena uantil it narrowed down
to a few inches, and after several
trials had Dbeen made by hydraulic
pressure, it was nnt considered neces-
sary to continue the excavations deeper.

- contractors, Messrs. Couston and Finlay-
gon, made an offer to supply patent caulk-
ing appliances, which they had invented,
td do the work of caulking by machine
instead of by hand. After consider-
able negotiations bad Deen carried on,
and improvements to the machines made
by the patentees, in April, 1900, Messrs.
Couston and Finlayson made a definite
offer to sell their patent rights of the
machine tothe Government, and finally
in August the purchase of the patent
rights was arranged for the sum of
£7,500, and also for the supply of a
number of caulking machines, together
with the necessary oil eogines, etc. Tt
was not, however, until the middle of
March, 1901, that cauiking by means of
the machines was actually started, Early
in 1902 a proposal was made by Messrs.
Couston and Fivlayson to complete the
work of laying and jointing by contract.
This the Engineer-in.Chief was prepared
to recowmend, and as a matter of fact
did recommend; but it was considered
that the proposals should be approached
and fully discussed on all sides, and there-
fore I, having just about that time
accepted the office of Minister for Works,
submitted the proposals to the Legisla-
tive Assembly on the 22nd January.
The proposals caused a lengthy discus-
sion, and the member for Beverley (Mr.
Harper) moved that the matter be re-
ferred to a select committee. The motion
was carried, and a commitiee, consisting
of Mr. Daghsh Mr. George, Mr. Nanson,
Mr. Harper and myself, was appomted
on the 3rd Februa.ry. Owing to the
close approach of the termination of the
session, that committee was unable to
complete its labours; but on the 17th
February an interim report was pre-
sented. In order that the investigation
should be continued, a Royal Com-
mission was appointed on the 26th
February, consisting of Mr. Harper, Mr,
Nuangon, Mr, Daglish, Mr. George Lefroy,
and Mr. W. Atkins. Simultanecusly
with the discussion of the caulking
contract in this Chamber, 2 motion was
moved by the late Mr. Crowder in the
Upper House, that the Government
should call on the Works Department to
concentrate their energies on the com-
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pletion of the first section of the pipe-
line of the Coolgardie Water Scheme with
a view to providing a test of the working
conditions before the prorogation of Par-
liament. In support of his contention
the late Mr. Crowder made some severe
criticisms both on the scheme and on the
late Engineer-in-Chief then in charge of
it. The seope of the Royal Commission
was somewhat extended in order that a
thorough inquiry should be mwade into
the whole undertaking.

Mer. Horrins: When did he move
that ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the 29th January, 1902,

Mr. Horxins: After u similar motion
had been moved here.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
very similar motion was moved by the
member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins} in
this House prior to that time; but whatI
wished to draw particular attention to
was the criticism in the other Chamber,
criticism which was felt very keenly by
the late Engineer-in-Chief, and criticism
which, perhaps, had something to do with
the extension of the powers of the Royal
Commission.

Mz. Mogran : And the eriticism of this
House, too.

Twr MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There were severe criticisms in this
House also. Here I may be allowed to
say undoubtedly the thanks of the State,
and my own individual thanks as Minister,
are due to that Commission. They went
about their work in a most thorough and
energetic manner, and the result of their
investigations was of great value, and X
look myself to the very great improve.
ments that have been effected in the
working of the scheme as the result of
the labours of that Commission, whom T
again thank for the good work they did.
It has been said that the recommen-
dations of that (Commission have been
disregarded by the Government, or, if
not disregarded, have been overlooked.
I assure the House that is by no meais
the case. The Commission certainly did
recommend that the work or somne por-
tion of the work should be let by contract.
That recommendation was carefully gone
into, but it was found—and I believe
subseguent events have proved—that so
much of the work had already been done
that it was not very practicable to
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let the rest of the work by contract; and
I am sure the House will be glad to hear
that the cost of the work recently has
been so much reduced that I doubt very
wmuch if contractors could have done it
for less money, A spirit of emulation
has been abroad, and the officers of the
gcheme and even the men employed on
the scheme have been setting aboul
their work with the determination to do
their best.  And the result has been not
only that we have had great progress
made and good work done, but the
danger has been that in the desire to get
over the work quickly, the work may be
doue too quickly und scamped. I may
also at this point refer to what is sup.
posed to have been important advice
given almost as a lasl message Ly the
late Engineer-in-Chief in regard to this
scheme. He said, *“ Get a new man,”
and that remark has been construed to
mean that it became the duty of the
(Government to get a highly gualified
hydranlic engineer from abroad. I know
that to some people far fields are always
green; but I submit that the proof whether
they are actually verdant or not depends
on close examination; and perhaps, ns I
am 1ot an Australian, T may be pardoned
if I say thal it strikes me as a peculiar
trait in the character of Awstralians that
a people who as a rule are not lacking
in confidence, and whe as a rule do not
under-estimate their capabilities, when-
ever they want someone to undertake
gome really important work —

MRr. Mozan: Such as a Judge

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
make no exception—they go abroad.

M=, Hopring: Following the advice
of their fathers.

Tex MINISTER TFOR WOREKS:
What would bave happened, assuming
that the late Engineer-in-Chief's remark
is accurately interpreted—and I by no
meaus entirely agree with the interpre.
tation—even if it meant we should get an
absolutely new man to take charge of the
work, if his advice had been adopted
what would have followed? To have
obtained the services of a highly qualified
hydraulic engineer would have taken a
considerable amount of time, and would
have cost a cousiderable amount of
mouney. What was to be done ju the
meantime ¥  Were the works to be
brought to & standstill, or was someone
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in the service to be allowed to continue !
the construction for some months at their
most critical time and then hand over to
gome other engineer?  Suvely if some-
one in the service could be found to
carry on the work at thut critical period,
the same person could be trusted with
the completion of the scheme.  Besides,
more important even thaun this, to my
mind is the fact that as there & o great
deal of human vature about all pro- |
fessional men, so there is n verv great
amount of human vature about engineers;
and if we bad obtained the services
of a strange, highly-qualificd hydraulic
engineer to take charge of this work,
what would have been his object? On
the face of it, would it not have been
some ulteration of the scheme of iw-
portance, to have enhanced his reputation
rather thau have regavd only to the
reputation of the Engineer-in.Chief who
designed it ? That design, let me remind
the House, had ulso been approved by
the most emineat authorities in England,
80 that we had a design carefully con-
ceived and approved of afier a great
amount of consderation ; and it seemed
to the Government—and 1 hope it will
be beld, seemed to them rightly—the
best, thing to do, if we had the available
talent here, was to appoint a man whose
aim it would be to loyally carry out the
intentions of the designer of the scheme;
and I am glad indeed to be able to say
that the present Engineer-in-Chief (Mr,
Palmer) has loyally and faithfully carried
out the design of his previous chief, Mr.
O’Connor. His aim, and the aim of the
engineers associated with him, has not
been to get kudos for themselves, but
rather to faithfully carry out the scheme
which was submitted to them. And
when we find men in the service of the
country content to sink their individuality
a8 these men have done, men who will be
content to be faithful and loval to their
dead chief, then I ithink the House will
agree that we have men in the service of
whom the State may well be proud.

Me. Moran: And escape all respobsi-
bility.

Tus MINISTER FOR WORKS: By
no means. Unless my remarks may be
construed into the idea tbat the present
Engineer.in-Chief and the officers associ-
ated with him are not capable of origin-
ality and are not the very best men
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procurable, let me say this—aund I say it
without hesitation—however much trouble
we had taken in obtaining an engineer to
take charge of the scheme from abroad,

* and however much we might have paid

him, I doubt very much if we would
have obtained an engineer more capable,
certainly we should not have obtained

_ one more faithful, than the engineer who

i in charge of the work, Mr. Palmer.

Me. Morax: I am glad you said that.
1t was the main qualification, after all.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is also another feature I should
Jike to allude to in this respect, and it is
this. Surely it is the duty of the Govern-
ment, when prowmotion can be made or
when appointments can be filled within
the service, to make them. It offers very
little encouragement to men in the service
to do their best and work hard, as I am
sure the young eugineers have to do, at
all events for very inadequate remuuera-
tion, it is very little inducement to work
and struggle on if they find that when any
of the few prizes there are in the service
oceur they are given to people from out-
side. I think the House will agree with
me that as far as possible promotions
should be made from within the service.

My, Mograx: Such asthe Comnmissioney
of Railways, for example.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
was dealing with the report of the Royal
Commission. The report generally re-
flected adversely to a great extent on the
administration of the scheme by the
engineer in charge then, Mr. Hodgson;
and in consequence of the statements
made by the Commisgion in the interim
report of 23rd May, Mr. Hodgson was
suspended. He resigned on the 4th
August. Mr. Hodgson has left the ser-
vice, and his reputation as an engineer, I
am afraid, has gone for ever in counse-
quence of his actions and the action of
the Goveroment on the report of the
Royal Commission in connection with this
Whatever may have been the
faulls of Mr. Hodgson, T think it is only
right T should say that many of the
good things that bave been done in con-
nection with this scheme are distinctly
due to the experience and ability of Mr.
Hodgson ; and this scheme undoubbeg!{

.owes to Mr, Hodgson a very great deal.

During the whole of the time of the par-
lismentary discussion and the sittings of
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the Commission, the work in connection
with this scheme was being pushed ahead
steadily, and I may say special rapid pro-
gress has been made in the ¢cleven months
of this year. Up to the end of October
345 miles of pipes have been distributed,
practically the whole of the pipe trench
has been excavated, and 834 miles of
pipes laid and jointed, and valves and
specials fixed for 218 miles. On the
31st December, 1901, only 92 miles of
pires had been laid and jointed ; so that
in the 10 months, that is the 10 months
of this year, 242 miles of pipes have been
laid and jointed. During the sittings of
the Commission several tests of the pipes
and joints were made, including a test of a
fow chatns of pipes near Chidlow's Well on
the 15th of March. Pumping was started
at No. 1 station on the 31st March, the
water reaching Northam on the 18th
April, and Cunderdin on the 22nd April.
After the completion of a farther portion
of the pipe line, water was delivered fo
Merredin on the 22nd August. From
thence to the 30th September, water was
pumped to station No. 5, Yerbillon,
The water reached Southern Cross on the
30th October, Ghooli shortly afterwards,
and the water is now at (ilgai, station
No. 7. Standpipes for the supply of
water to the public were erected at
Northam and Cunderdin in April, Chid-
low’s Well, Grass Valley, and Meckering
in May, and at Tainmin and Kellerberrin
in Junme. A standpipe for the temporary
supply of water to the town of Southern
Cross was erected on lst November, and
water was commenced to be supplied Lo
the municipality at 10 a.m. on Mouday,
the 3rd November, also to Fraser's mine.
From time to time during the year since
pomping was started, water has been
regularly taken by the Railway Depart-
ment for engine use at various places
along the pipe line, and up to the end of
November the Railway Department have
taken 14,000,000 gallons of water.

Mr. Moran: What do you charge
them for it ?

Tree MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
charge them 5s. this side of Northam, 6s.
up to the Cross, and 7s. beyond. During
the year work on the service reservoirs
has been rushed forward with all speed.
Three half-million gallon reservoirs have
been completed, two one-million gallon
regervoirs have been also completed, the
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conereting of two nearly so,and one wellin
band. The excavation of the main ser-
vice reservoir at Bulla Bulling is finished,
and the concreting in full swing, The
Kalgoorlie reservoir of two-million gallon
capacity to serve Kalgoorlie and Boulder
is practically completed. The Toorak
reservoir should be completed Ly the
20th of this month. Ii may be said
generally that the work in every respect
is well forward, and there is every pro-
spect of delivering water at Coolgardie in
January next.
Mz, Moran:
Kalgoorlie.
Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
bracket them. As to the time taken in
the construction of this scheme, members
will, I trust, bear in mind that at first
the instructions were to ge slowly, and
one can readily understand that it might
well be g0, cousidering the great number
of other works that were in hand just
about that time, and the snormous ex-
penditure that was going on in other
directions. But it is well to compare
the time taken in the construction of this
scheme, if we can do so, with the time
occupied by schemes elsewhere; and,
again referring to the * Proceedings of the
Society of Civil Engineers” I find that the
time taken in constructing the two latest
water supply undertakings completed in
late years in England wus as follows:
The Manchester supply from Thirlnere
cost £2,800,000, the total length of aque-
ducts and pipe line being 92 miles. [Me.
Moraw: All gravitation there.] The
first contruct was let in Lecember, 1885,
and the supply of water commenced in
October, 1894, that is to say nine years
after the beginning of the works. The
works supplying Liverpool from Bala
Lake include only 68 miles of aqueduct
and pipe line, and it iz stuted the me-
morial stone registering the commence.
ment of the work was laid in July, 1881,
and the undertaking being practically
completed in July, 1892, eleven years
afterwards. The works were apened in
that month by the Duke of Connaught.
In contrasting the Coolgardie water-
supply works, the cost we will say is
£2,700,000, and it will have taken to the
end of 1902, dating from the commence-
ment of the railway line from Mundaring
which was the first work in hand, only
five years to construct. The works, instead

You do not imention
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of being concentrated as in the under-
takings I have mentioned, are spread
over o distance of 350 miles, with the ad-
ditional disadvantage of distance from the
source of supply of wost of the material ;
and as I previouely poiated out, the
work in connection with this scheme at
the first was by instruction proceeded
with somewhat slowly. It has been said,
not once but often, that we should never
succeed in pumping the water from
Mundaring to the goldfields; and that if
we did sncceed in pum}{{ing it, the water
would vot be fit to drink.

Mgr. InLinaworTH: Who said that?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES: It
was said in the Press and in various
ways. As I have told the House, the
waler has now reached Gilgai veservoir,
which is 2184 miles from Mundaring

reservoir, and this [exbibiting a glass of .

water] is a sample of the water taken
from the reservoir after being pumped
2181 miles. I think no cowplaint will
be found with it on the score of appear-
ance, and I assure the House it 1s perfect
as to fuste. I have given as briefly as
possible the history of the past in regard
to this scheme. Before T attempt to deal
with the futore or attempt to deseribe
the Bill itself, which may be regarded ag
the finishing touch of this work, I cannot
belp saying that the past of this scheme
is In many respects a sacd ome. As I
have pointed out, it has ruined the
reputation of one engineer and has been
the death of another, Now that the
work is so nearly finished as to Dle
practivally completed, it must strike
everyone as being a matter for sincere
regret that the enginecer who designed the
scheme and who for so long a period was
responsible for carrying it out should
not, have lived to see its completion, and
should not have lived to receive that
great credit which is undoubtedly his
due. Fortunately that is not the case
in regurd to others who bave been
prominently connected with this scheme.
First we have our old friend Sir John
Forrest, who is fortunately alive and
well to-day, and we hope soon to
have the pleasure of welcoming him
here in our midst; and it will, T am
sure, be a source of gratification te him
that this work has proceeded vigorously
and is at lust approaching completion.
It will be & sowrce of gratification to
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otbers who were members of this House
and have consistently supported this
scheme. It will be a source of gratifica-
tion to a section of the coastal Press,
which has also consistently supported
this scheme from its initiation. léhortly
after T took in bhand the office of Minister
for Works, I thought it my duty to make
some statement in regard to this scheme,
as to the probable price that will be
charged for the water delivered on the
goldfields ; and I regret to say that the
remarks 1 then made seem to have been
very much misconstrued, inasmuch as I
was accused of seeking to belittle Sir
John Forrest and to advance nyself. 1
bardly think my remarks could be
capable of that comstruetion; but I
know I was deeply pained at the time
that they should have been so construed,
for no one who knows me would accuse
me of any desire to belittle my old friend
and former chieftain, Sir John Forrest.
On the contrary, I take this opportunity
of saying tbat any credit there is con-
neeted with this scheme is due principally
to Sir Joho Forrest, and next is due to
those officers connected with the scheme
who #o loyally and faithfnlly have carried
it out. As to the future, the water is
now at Ghlgai, which is No. 7 pumping
station, there being eight altogether.
Gilgai is 2751 wiles from Perth, or
250} from Mundaring, and is only
773 from the Coolgardie service reser-
voir, or 57} miles from Bulla Bulling.
The total eost of the scheme, including
the reticulation for Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, and Boulder, will T believe be
£2,850,000. If we take the capital cost
{exclusive of the reticulation) as being
£2,750,000, and if we take the interest on
that sum at 3-35 per cent., which I take
to be a fair rate of interest to provide,
we shall have an annval charge in
the shape of interest of £92,125; and
a sinking fund mvested at 3 per cent. to
redeem the capital in 20 years would mean
un annhual charge of £102,340. Then if we
add for maintenance and management
say £35,000 per annum, these figures
altogether give a total of fixed charges
(exclusive of reticulation) amounting to
£229,465 per annum. If we add the
working expenses on a basiy of 21 million
gallous per day, including interest on the
cost of reticulation, say £65,000, we have
a total annual charge of £294,465, or in
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round numbersabout £300,000 perannum.
In order to meet thut charge it means
that we must sell a little over two and
a half million gallons of water daily, at
an average price of 6s. 6d. a thousand
gallons.

Hown. ¥. H. Piesse: You are back at
the same old thing now.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
No; that is not so. On a basis of
5,000,000 gullons a day, the working cost
in the first place would be more. The
working expenses on a basis of two and
a hali million gallons per day are less
than they would be if we were pumping
5,000,000 gallons a day. As to wages,
there would be one shift instead of two,
perhaps instead of three. If wmembers
will consult the Engineer-in-Chief’s own
estimate on the 5,000,000 gallons basis,
they will see that the working expenses
are considerably more than I have stated
here as my estimate of what we expect.
_ Itseemedat first that although this scheme
was going to be an engineering auccess,
it was by no means so certain that it
would even approach the possibility of
being a financial success. JIndeed it was
considered that for some considerable
time at all events it would be financially
a failure, aud a heavy burden on the
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people of the State. We must bear in .

mind that when this scheme was initiated
there was a great scarcity of water on
the goldfields. The circumstances have
altered since then; Providence has been
more kind, and there has been during the
last two winters an abnormal ruinfall
on the Eastern Goldfields. People resi-
dent there have taken the precantion of
endeavouring to conserve the water which
falls from the heavens, and as a conse-
quence of that precaution and of the
increased rainfall there is by no means
the same demand for water at present ou
those goldfields that there was wben the
scheme was first introduced. To a great
extent people are, for the time being, in-
dependent of this scheme for their water
supply, and they can afford to take the

position which they bave to a great extent -

taken in saying they are independent of
it. X would remind the House that the
original scheme never contempluted re-
ticulation. [Interjections.] It was to
deliver water into reservoirs on the fields,
and it was anticipated that the people
themselves would willingly take the water
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from those reservoirs for use on the
mines, and that the population around
the wmines would nlso take the water.
Ouly quite recently it will be remembered
that the prime anthor of this scheue, Sir
Jobn Forrest, bas impressed on the pre.
sent Government the desirability of even
now not attempting reticulation.

Mz, Navson: There is provision for
reticulation now.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is provision for distributing mains,
but it was never the intention to under-
take the reticulativn in any form, Sir
John Forrest hae stated publicly in Ton-
don that it would be a mistake for the
Goveroment to undertake reticulation,
and that although he had heard it
rumonred thut it was their intention to
do g0, be hoped wiser counsels would pre-
In the original scheme a sum of
£170,000 was provided for what are
called distributing mains, and that sum
will go towards taking the water to Kal-
goorlie, and I hope will leave sometbing
over towards the cost of reticulation,
The position is that the mwining com-
munity and the municipulities are to a
cortuin extent independent, or profess to be
independent, of this schene as a source
of water supply atf the present time, and it
becamne evident that they would not
undertake the cost of reticulation. [Mgr,
Diamonn: So much the better.] It is
therefore manifestly the duty of the
Government, having regard to the best
interests of the State, to undertake that
work, and this is what we propose to do.
It has been a svmewhat hard task for the
Government to endeavowr to convinee
pecple on the goldfields that if less water
was going to be consumed, a bigher price
would have to be paid for it.

Me. Moran: Perhaps the higher the
price, the less the amount consumed.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: By
no neans. The wmember for Dundas
(Mr. Thomus) knows better than that for
the mining community. I will put a
proposition that it will be absolutely im.
possible to «eny. If we get the total
quantity the mines will consume, even if
they could get it for nothing, surely we
have then the figures on which we can base
what the price ought to be for the mines.
It was not a popular thing to endeavour
to get up tbe price of the water for the
goldfields, but it wus absolutely nevessary
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to do this in the interests of the State as
a whole. Let we remind the House that
vp to the 3lst December next we shall
bave paid in interest on this scheme
£175,912, and shall have paid in sinking
fund £61,170, or a total of £237,082 in
the way of interest and sinking fund.
There you have nearly another quarter of
a willion of money directly spent in con-
nection with this scheme. Seeing that it
was originated for the goldfields, it is vot
an unfair thing toask the goldfields people
o pay a reasonable price for the water
they will take. At first that appeared
somewhat a hopeless task ; but I am glad
to say now that things are looking a great
deal more bright in this direction. Iam
glad to say that urrangements have been
made by which the priocipal mines of
Coolgardie and Boulder agree to take
the whole of their purchased wuter
supply from this scheme and to pay
6s. per thousand gallons for it, which
I think is a2 very good start, and
those people are well satisfied on the
whole that they have made thiz arrange-
ment. As [ said, it would be necessary
in order to cover the charge which this
work will entail on the State to raise
yearly £300,000, and that would mean
selling two and a half million gallons of
water daily at an average of 6s. 6d. per
thousand gallons. After careful con-
sideration, although 1 do not think the
two and a half million gallons per day
will be reached for perhaps somelittle time,
yet after the scheme is in full operation I
do believe it will soon be reached, and
that it will be reached before the
end of this financial year. If that ecan
Le done, as I confidently bope it can, then
this Hounse will have the satisfaction of
knowing that this great scheme will be no
financial burden on the people of this
country. T should not make this state-
ment unless I had figures on which to
base i, and T anticipate that from the
first the mining companies will consume
something like three quarters of a million
gallons per day; and they also intend to
supply other companies if the Govern.
ment; will give them power to do so, and
we have made arrangements by which this
power is to be given to those companies.
The mines will I anticipate take from the
first about three quarters of a million
gallons a day, and will supply other mines
which will bring the quantity up to my
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estimate of about one million gallons a
day. Then there are the people on the
residence areas and the people who are
squatting on the mining leases. There
are also the mines at Coolgardie, as well
us the population of Coolgardie, Kal-
goorlie, and Boulder outside the mines.
There ure also Southern Cross, Northam,
and various places on the route which T
hope we shall be able to supply by
arrangement with the Lands Department.
I am here referring to the settlers on
the land through which the pipe main
passes. There are also the railway
requirements to be provided for. If
bon. members will run over these cer-
tain consumers, they will agree I think

“that I wm not over-estimating the quan-

tity which will be required when I say we
can reasonably expect that within a very
short time two and a half million gallous
of water will be taken daily from this
scheme.

Mz. Jacosy: Have you any estimate
of the domestic consumption per head ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Yes; T will give those figures when we
are in Committee on the Bill.  The aver-
age consumption per head of population
varies according to loeality. On the
coast it is about 40 gallons per head
daily.

Mr. Moran: It ought to be 80 on the
fields.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am afraid il will be less. [Several inter-
jections,] This is somewhat of a com-
plicated matter to deal with, and I am
angtous that my remarks shall bear a
semblance of connection, 86 that I hope
members will refrain from interjecting at
this stage, and the points they raise can
be dealt with in Committee.

Mr. Nawsow: What is the total
average of the various classes of con-
samers ¥

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
shall be prepared to give details as to the
other one and & half million gallons per
day when we get into Committee, or I
may mention them in my reply. T take
it that the principal consumers at first
will be the mines and the railways and
the population settled around the mines,
As to the increased prive for water, T
think that when the water gets into
general use we may look forward to a
requirement of even more than two and
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a half million gallons per day; and if
there is a very considerable increase we
can then reduce the price. If the demand
for water increases to five million galions
a day, we should not be able to supply the
water at 3s. 9d. per thousand gallons, but
I believe we could do so at about 4s.

MEg. Nansow: Have you gone into the
maximum quantity you can supply.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes;
the quantity we can supply in the present
state of the reservoir at Mundaring—and
a, great amount of doubt has always been
cast on the capacity of this reservoir and
in regard to the whole catchment area
—at present there are 700,000,000
gallons of water in the
reservoir and 47,000,000 galions in the
pipes and tanks between Mundaring and
Gilgai. If we bear in mind that the rain-
fall this year has been very deficient and
that we can hardly expect a short rainfall
will be repeated, I think that we can be
satisfied that even in its preseut state the
Mundaring reservoir will prove all-suffi-
cient ; but 1f it should be found that the
reservoir is not sufficient, for the amount
of water required, it is easily possible to
increase its usefulness in the same manner
as the usefulness of the Yan Yean
regervoir was increased by improving the
catchment area, and we can put drains into
the Mundaring reservoir in the same way.
What was done with the Yan Yean reser-
voir can also be done on the Mundaring
reservoir if proved necessary. There is
nothing al present, so [ am advised by
the responsible engineers, whose advice I
am bound to take, to lead one to believe
that the capacity of the Mundaring reser-
voir is not all-sufficient, and the holding
capability of it is proved by the quantity of
water still remaining in the weir. Allow-
ing for evaporation and the water taken,
there can be little, or very little, leakage
from the reservoir.

Mr. Nanson : What was the rainfall
last winter ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will make a note of that; but, as I have
said, it was much less. I will give the
actual figures. I never thought thest
details would be required. I thought it
was generally understood the rainfall
was much less than doring previous
winters. It has been said that there hus
been, or will be, some delay in the reti-
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culation of the water, although we are so
near to reaching the fields. I would
point out that it was first of all said we
should never get the water there; then it
has been said that if we did get it there,
we would not attempt to reticulateit,and
that it was no part of the scheme. Now
in order to do our duty to the State, and
in order to prevent undue loss to the
State, it appears to be necessary for this
Government to fuke in hand the reticu.
lation.

Mr. Hopxing: Has not that always
been the rule in water schemnes?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: ILi
wiag not part of this scheme. I would
point out in regard to our principal cus-
tomers, the mines and the railways, their
supply will be provided for concurrently
with the arrival of the water on the fields,
and the dwellers on the leases and the
residence areas also will be provided for,
and I hope the reticulation will be well
in hand. But if the pecessity for the
water arises, if the people on the fields
actually want the water, then by means
of stand-pipes we can give it to them
at very much less inconvenience, and
at a very much less cost, than they
cun get it now. So that there will be no
inconvenience to the population arising,
and if there i3 necessity for the water, if
there is a chance of selling the water, we
can easily sell it by means of stand-pipes
as a temporary expedient. I bave, I
think, given the history of the past, and
the hopes of the scheme for the future.
Before I pass on to the Bill and attempt
to explain hriefly its leading features, 1
wish again to say that in regard to this
work 1 do uot, as I havé been accused of
doing, claim any credit at all, and the
only thing I claim to have done is to
endeavour to do my duby. I havea duty
to the State; I had a daty to my old
friend, Sir John Forrest; a duty to my
late chief (the late Mr. Leake), and a
duty to my present leader, the Premier
(Mr. James). He and my colleagues have
given me a liberty of action in this matier
which is only given to one who is trusted.
{Tae PreEMIEr: Hear, hear.] If the
State and the persons I have named will
be satisfied to think I have not abused
their trust, that I have endeavoured to
do my duty, then indeed am I well con-
tent, and perfectly satisfied. Passing to
the Goldfields Water Supply Board———
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Mr. Nanson : What are you doing in
regard to ordering materials ?

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
canunot give the information as to when
the material will be on the ground; but
I will say that: the surveys for the
reticulation at Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, and
Boulder have been completed, for some
of the pipes tenders are advertised, for
the rest specifications are being pre-
pared, and tenders will be called for
immediately.

Mgz. Nanson: When do you expect to
let the work ?

Taee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have deanlt as fully as I can with the
question by saying I hope the work of
reticulation will be well in hand at the
time the water reaches the goldfields, and
T have said I hope the water will be on
the fields in January next.

;Hn. Jacopy : Will you be able to sell
it

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Thig Bill, which is called the Goldfields
Water Supply Act, is divided into ten
short parts. Part I, as hon. members
will see, is merely preliminary and con-
tains the interpretation clanses. PartIL
deals with administration, and hon.
members will see from Clause 3 that it is
the intention of the Government to ask
the House to agree to the appointment
of a board to manage this scheme, to be
called the Goldfields Water Supply Board.
Here I may explain that a large scheme
like this invelving a very great amount
of work indeed 18 sufficient to keep a
board of this nature fully employed, and
indeed it is advisable in the best interests
of the State and in order fo make the
work a success, that there should be a
board having complete control of the
water scheme. 1t will be seen it is pro-
posed to constitute & board of two
persons, who with the Minister for
Works for the time being shall have the
carrying of the Bill into execution. The
board will be & body corporate, with
perpetual succession and a seal. Each
member of the board will hold office for
a term of three years, and at the expira-
tion of that term of office will be eligible
for appointment for a like ferm of three
years. The Minisler for Works for the
time being will be the chairman of the
board. Although the connection with
this board will entail a considerable
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2577

Second reading.

amount of work on the Minister for
Works, whoever e may be, still on the
whole I think the House will agree it is
advisable, at all events for some time to
come if not for all time, that the Minister
responsible to Parliament and cccupying
a seat in this House should have a voice,
and a strong veice, in the management
of this work, The fact of the Minister
for Works being the chairman of the
bogrd will insure that Parlisment has
always full control over every detail in
connection with the scheme. Clause 8
provides that of the two appointed mem-
bers of the board one shall be an engineer
who may receive & maximum salary of
£1,250 a year. That is the maximum
salary which can be paid to the engineer.
The other appointed member may receive
a salary not exceeding £750 a year. The
ides is that of these two paid members of
the board one shall be a thoroughly
competent hydraulic engineer; and there
is plenty of work now for an engineer to
huve entire control of, and not as is at
present the case for the Eagineer-in-
Chief with a number of subordinate
officers to have to give their attention to
the Coolgardie Water Scheme and other
engineering works also.

Mz, IntiveworTi: You are going to
pay him more than the Engineer-in-
Chief.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is not necessary that hecause we provide a
sum of £1,250 a year, this amount will
be paid; but I would earnestly recom-

‘mend mwembers not be too cheeseparing

in this respect. If we are going to have
an engineer, let him be a good man and
be paid a decent salary. The other
member of the board, it is proposed,
shall be a business man who will look
after the business details, and who will,
amongst other things, endeavour to push
the sale of the water in every possible
way. For the conduct of business two
members of the board will be a quorum,
and in the event of any vacancy occurring
in the office of an appointed member of
the Dboard the Governor may appoint
a successor to the vacant office, whose
term of office shall be fur his pre-
decessor’s unexpired term of office.
Clause 14 provides that the Governor
may suspend an appointed member for
various offences—misbehaviour or incom-
petence, or if he becomes bankrupt, or
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becomes concerned or interested in a con-
tract, or participates or claims to be
entitled to participate in the profits
thereof, or if he engages in any employ-
ment outside the duties of his office.
Clause 15 says:—

The Minister shall cause to be laid before
Parlinment a full statement of the grounds
of suspension within seven days after such
suspension, if Parlinment is sitting, and, when
Parliament is not sitting, within seven days
after the next sitting. A member of the board
suspended shal)l be restored to office if both
Housges of Parlinment, within thirty days from
the time when such statoment has been laid
before Parliament, declare by resolution that
the said member ought to be restored to office.

Now with the permission of the House
I will proceed to Part IIL, relating o
the construction and management of the
works. Tt will be seen by Cluuse 20
that—

The Governor may, by Order in Council,

constitute and define the boundaries of a water
area for the purposes of this Act. From time
to time alter the boundariea of the water
area. Divide the water area into districts
and define the boundaries of districts,
Where an area has heen declared, the
control of the waterworks within that
area, and the supply of water within that
area, will vest in the board, and will be
under the management, and control of the
board. OQutside the area, in Clause 122
of the Bill it will be seen—

The Minister for Works may at all times
exercise all the powers of a board duly
appointed under this Aect, except the making
and levying of rates, with respect to all worka
constructed mnder the Coolgardie Goldfields
‘Water Supply Construction Act, 1868, which
for the time being are oul:ide the water area.

S0 that within a proclaimed area the
control will be entwely within the hands
of the board, and outside the proclaimed
area the Minister for Works will have
the same power as the board. Until
the hoard is appointed the Minister for
Works shall have all the powers within
the water area conferred by the Bill upon
the bourd. In Part IV, Clause 27 says:

The board way make and levy water rates,
in the manner hereinafter provided ; and ench
rates may be made and levied in the water
area generally, or in any district thereof.

M=. Hoprrns: A distriet is another
name for a ward ¢

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
They wmay either rate within an area
proclaimed as a water area generally, or
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in any part of that area, and members
will see the cause of that later on.
Clause 28 provides:—

The Board may, instead of making and levy-
ing a water rate, nnd may in any case sell and
supply water by measure, the guantity con-
sumed being ascertained by a meter fixed on
the land of the consumer, or by any other
preseribed means.

If members for a moment will turn to
Clanses 38 and 39, they will see it is
stated : —

The Board may, with the approval of the
Governor, contract with any company, associa-
tion of companies, or other consumer (herein-
after called the purchaser) for ithe sale of
water, by measure, on such terms and con-
ditions as to the Board may weem fit, By
such contract the Board may—(a} Authorise
the purchaser to supply water to any ocoun-

iors of land or other peraons within any area
?not being a municipality or townsite) to be
defined in the contract, at prices to be
approved by the Board. (b} Exempt the
purchaser and the occupiers of any land
within the area defined in the contract, from
the payment of rates under this Act.

That, it will be seen, specially makes
provision for contracts with mining com-
panies who can supply persona squatting
on their mining leases. The next clanse
gives the board the same power to con-
tract with any local authority. Every
such contract shall be subject to the
approval of the Governor.

E. ILLINGWORTH : Is there any lirnit-
ation as to what they can charge ?

Twe MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Yes;
subject to the price agreed on by the
board.  The Biil provides for power to
the board to make contracts with mining
companies to supply these people with
woter by measure, and the companies
will supply other people at a price to be
determined by the board. The clause
also makes the same provision in regard
to local authorities such as a municipal
council. I should explain perhaps also
with regard to municipalities, where a
contract is entered into by the board
wilk a municipality or roads board for
the supply of water, the municipality or
roads board will have full power to make
rates, recover rates, and nake their own
by-laws for the supply of water. Part
V. contains machinery provisions in
regard to the protection of works and
fittings, and the prevention of waste,
Part V1. provides for rates. It will be
seen by Clause 52 that the valuation for
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the purposes of rate is the same ag the
existing law :—

In estimating the annwal or capitul value
of mines, no regard shall be had to the
minerale therein or the mining machivery,
whether fixed to the soil or not, or to buildings
used exclusively for the housing of such
machinery; and

The valuation shall be made on the assump-
tion (if necessary tc be made) that the anb-
letting of the land is authorised by law.

Clause 54 provides for making up the
rate books, and the rate book shall be for
2 reasonable time open for inspection by
any ratepayer. Provigion iz made for
appeal, also for appeal from the board
to the Local Court. The limit of the
rating power is contained in Clause 69,
which states:—

A water rate shall mot in any ome year
exceed two ghillings in the pound on the
annual rateable value of the land rated

But the Board may make and levy a

minimum rate of the prescribed amount upon
any land the annual rate of which would nof
exceed one pound.
I would point out that the Bill provides
that where o person pays rates he shall
get the quantity of water in return for
his rates that is represented by the
amount he pays, so that he does not puy
a rate unless he gets value in return.
Part VIL provides for the payment of
rates and the water supply. Really they
are all machinery clanses. Part VIIL is
an important part. On reference tfo
Cluuse 85 members will see—

The Board may, with the approval of the
Governor, horrow money—

{u.) For the construction of works for the
distribution and supply of water
within the water area;

(b.) To liguidate the principal moneys due on
any previous loan to the Board ;

{c.) For any other purpose approved by the
Governor.

That provision is made in order that the
board may thus take in hand or at all
events pay the cost of the expense of
reticulation.

Mr. Morar: You will not wait for
the board ¥

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
The work will go on, but it is intended,
inasmuch as the cost of theoriginal scheme
hasbeen somewhat exceeded, and although
it is no part of that scheme, to undertake
the reticulation, the board will, if possible,
bear the cost of reticulation by issuing
debentures. The interest on debentures
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is not to exceed four per cént. per annum,
and a sinking fund 1s provided for, and
security. Clause 96 it will be seen pro-
vides : —

The Colonial Treasurer, with the authority
of the Governor, may invest Post Office Savings
Bank funds in debentures issued hy the hoard
under the authority of thisv Act.

Part IX. containg machinery clauses
which provide for the wuy in which the
aceounts are to be kept, and aundited by
the Auditor General. Part X. contains

the usual powers for by-laws and
general provisions. Then there are the
necessary schedules. ' T am afraid I

have taken up far too long the time
of the House; but I ask members to
approach the cousideration of the Bill
not from any local standpoint, not with a
desire to secure advantage for any one
district, not with the desire to secure
advantage for the goldfields, or to work
any disadvantage for those fields, but
rather with a determination of seeing how
important it is to do the very best that
can be done in the interest of the State
as a whole. It perbaps cannot be
claimed that this isa perfect Bill; but at
least it can be claimed that it is an honest
attempt to provide something that is
absolutely necessary. Doubtless it may
improve in its passage through Comnittee,
Any suggestion which will lead to the
improvement of the Bill will be accepted
with thankfulness by the Government, T
am sare; and I feel sure I can with con-
fidence appeal to every member of the
House to do his best to make a perfect
measure of the Bill. [ thank members
for the kind and patient hearing they
have given me, and for their courtesy to
me on this as on other occasions. T beg
to move the second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Mr. Moraw, debate
adjourned for a week.

At 6-30, the DErury SPEARER left the
Chair.
At 7:30, Chair resumed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPFLY.

Resumed from the 18th November;
Me. JLLiNeworTH in the Chair.

CoroNIAL SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT.

Medical (partly discussed), £90,539
16s. 6d. ;
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Item—Principal Medical Officer, £500:

Dr. O'CONNOR asked the Colonial
Secretary how he proposed to carry out
the Vaccination Act, after the reduction
in the incomes of thig and other wmedical
officers.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
this House and in the country there had
been a demand for stringent economy.
By the Vaccination Act of 1878, still in
force, the Governor-in-Council had power
to fix vaccivation fees to be paid to public
vaccinators. It was found that in some
other States doctors in receipt of Govern.
ment salaries were not entitled to these
fees in addition. The Government had a
right to the full services of an officer in
receipt of a good salary, and therefore
had decided that salaried medical officers
should act as public vaccinators without
fees, carrying out the provisions of the
Vaccination Act as in the past; aud any
such officer refusing so to do would be
guilty of a censurable dereliction of duty.
To vaccinate was one of the duties of the
principul medical offieer, as well as of dis-
trict und resident medical officers.

Dg. O’Conwor: The Act stated that
fees must be paid.

Tre COLONTIAL SECRETARY: Sec-
tion 3 provided that a superintendent of
vaccination and public vaceinators should
be appointed, under such ruies and orders
a9 the Governor might see fit to make for
the proper performance of their duties and
for their payment, Thet did not make
payment of fees compulsory. To estimate
the saving from this ecomomy would
be difficuit, because there were public
vaceinators not in receipt of Government
salaries, and the work doue by them and
by Government officers was a variable
quantity. Victoria and New South Wales
did not pay any fees, Queensiand did not
pay except to cerlain officers in Brisbane,
New Zealand did not pay except to a few
port officers throughout the State, South
Australia and Tasmania paid practically
the same fees as here.

De. O'CONNOR said Dr. Lovegrove
joined the service on condition that he
was paid vaccination fees, and had aban-
doned a large practice in Bunbury to
take this appointment. Other medical
officers were similarly situated. With all
the talk of retrenchment, in this depart-
ment only bad there been a reduction,
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while in several there had been large
increnses. 8o far Dr. Lovegrove had not
been allowed private practice, and even
though this were allowed for the future,
the permission was useless as his tiime
was fully occupied, and all knew the
difficulty of re-establishing a practice
which had been abandoned. Notwith-
standing the Colonial Secretary’s opinion,
gome lawyers held that medical officers
could compel the Government to pay
these fees. Certainly if the fees were
not paid, vaccination could not be carried
out, and the Government could not pay
private vuccinators not specially appointed.
There was a serions epidemic of smallpox
in this State a few years ago, and it wus
a great mistake to stop the payment of
vaccination fees to medical officers. In
some of the large cities in England, par.
ticularly in Hull, Glouncester, and Leicester,
gerious epidemies had occurred, and
large sums were spent in carrying out the
vaccination system.

Mzr. FOULKES: When the registrar of
the Supreme Court had certain fees taken
from him some years ago, he was com-
pensated for loss of fees by increase of
salary. The same precedent should apply
in this case. Dr. Lovegrove had accepted
the appointment of Chief Medical Offieer
on the understanding that he was to
receive a certain salary with vaceination
fees in addition, yet these fees had been
taken from him at short notice, and no
compensation given.

Ter Trmasvrer: He received alto-
gether £800 a year.

" Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
officer veceived £500 a year as Chief
Medical Officer; he received £200 & year
in connection with quarantine duties ; and
be had a residence and allowances which
made up his salary to £800 a year. This
sum should be reasonably sufficient for
the duties he had to perform, and his
whole time should be given to the duties,
Last year this officer drew £243 19s. in
vaccination fees, thus increasing his
income to £1,043 19s., at which amount
he was somewhat overpaid for the duties
he performed. As to the question of
honesty in depriving him of his fees,
which two members had referred to par-
ticularly, there was no contract by which
he was to receive those fees in addition to
hig salary, The Governor-in-Council had
power under the Act to make such rules
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and orders as he thought fit in regard to
payment for vaccination; and there was
no contract in regard to this officer. If
some member would move an amendment,
he (the Minister) would be guided bythe
decision of the House.

Me. HOPKINS sepported the Govern-
ment in making one salary payable to
every civil servant, and in requiring each
servant to perform the duties allotted to
himm for the amount received, TIf the
Chief Medical Officer was underpaid, it
was the duty of the Government to pro-
pose an increase, as no private member
could move to increase an item in the
Estimates.

Mg, HASSELL: To whom were the
fees paid, if the medical officers were not
to receive them ?  Were vaccination fees
abolished ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
person who was vaccinated did not pay a
fee, but the State paid a fee to the officer
who performed vaccination.

Mgr. THOMAS: Had vaccination fees
been taken away from all medical officers,
or was this an exceplional case?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Vaccination fees had been struck off in
all cases where the public vaccinator was
in receipt of a salary from the Govern-
ment.

Item—Assistant, Quarantine Station,
Albany:

Me. HASSELL asked why this officer
had been reduced in salary ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
account of the redunction of quarantine
work at Albany. Since the removal of
mail ateamers {rom Albany, and with the
cessation of traffic to and from South
Afriea, there bad been a great falling off
in quarantine work at Albany. The
officer there recognised the reasonableness
of this reduction.

Item——District Medical Officer, Beverlay
(six months), £75:

Me. HARPER : It was understood to
be the rule in regard to an officer of this
Houge, that when avything was done
offecting his district he should be pro-
tected as far as possible. Under this
item, the position of medical officer at
Beverley was to be abolished.- Heunder-
gtuod the intention of the Grovernment
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wag that the duties should devolve on
the distriet medical officer at York, who
would be required to visit the Beverley
distriet, extending some 70 miles in one
direction and 30 in another, having
families settled all over it. Hon. mem-
bers would understand what a severe
trial it would be to people settling in
that district when in case of illness they
would have to wait a day or more before
medical aid could be obtamed, however
great the emergency might be. The
object of economising under the medieal
vote should be to reduce the appoint.
ments in districts where medical officers
could obtain sufficient private practice to
realise a fairly good income; but in
scattered districts the State should
provide medical assistance for people
who would not be able otherwise to
obtain it, because private practice in such
districts would wvot he sufficient to
remunerate a resident medical officer.
Only last year, during the absence of the
wedical officer on an expedition in
Kimberley, a serious case of illness
occurred requiring the constant attend-
ance of the medical officer at York, while
at the same time a serious epidemic of
measels wag prevalent there,causing great
suffering to patients and their friends
throngh insufficient medical attendance
when there was so much sickness.
Beverley was one of the few districts
where the position of district medical
officer had been abolished, and it was a
very unfortunate selection for the Govern-
ment to make, to take a disirict which
was being settled gradually from one end
to the other, and to deprive the people in
that district of medical aid. It would
also affect the centre of York by occa-
gionally taking away from that town the
medical officer who was stationed there.
He hoped the Government would see
their way to reinstate the officer.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
question raised by the member for Bever-
ley (Mr. Harper) was a somewhat wide
one, and it was just ag well for the feeling
of the Committee to be tested on the

uestion. He did not know, nor had he
been able to find out, any country where
the medical wants of the people were
attended to in anything like the same
degree as in Western Anstralia. Beverley
surely should be in a positien te support
a medical practitioner of its own. It wasa
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prosperous district, although scattered,
and such a place in any other State of
Australia would not be without a medical
practitioner provided by the people.
All over Vigtoria, South Australia, and
the other Eastern States medical men
found it worth while to reside in such
districts, Wherever the Government had
a hospital, and the Government had
hospitals now in far too many places,
there must be a medical officer to attend
to these institutions.
was no hospital, and in future there were
many places which were connected by
railway which would cease to have hos-
pitals. He was willing to sabmit with-
out question and demur to the decision
of the Committee; but this appeared to
be a Dbranch of the service in which
economy could be carried out.  For that
reason zlone it was proposed to do away
with the medical officer at Beverley. The
Jbest way to test the question would be to
move to strike out the words “six
mounths ”* after ** medical officer.”

Hox. F. H. PIESSE : While anxious
to see the Government practise economy,
he thought a start had been made in a
direction which the Committee would not
agree to. The instances guoted of Vig-
foria and other States were not applicable
here. In Victoria where medical men
were supported by the people the popu-
lation was far in excess of that of
Boverley. People found it very difficult
to establish themselves on the land for
some time, and it was the duty of the
State to provide medical aid in these
scattered districts, so that the people could
have medical attention. One life lost to
the country, which could have been pre-
vented by the presence of a medical man,
was of far more value to the country than
the sum proposed to be saved. There
were mnany instances in which had there
been medical aid lives would not have
been lost. For a medical man to travel
from York to the centre of the Beverley
district was too far, He did not think
medical aid should be given to districts
for all tiwe, but it should be given when
a district was in process of settlement.
It was all very well to talk about the
prosperity of the district, but the majority
of people in the Beverley distriet were
poot : it was us much as they could do to
find the money to pay their rent. The
Qovernment were fully justified for some

[ASSEMBLY.)

At Beverley there-

Medical.

time to come in providing medical assist-
ance in all agricultural districts.

Mr. HASSELL: The item for the
wedical officer for Beverley ought to
remain on the Kstimates. During the
last winter people had suffered greatly
through the want of a medical man in the
country, The doctor at Katanning had
to travel nearly to Beverley, and the
doctor at Beverley had to travel nearly to
Katanning. The Government should
provide a medical an for all agricultural
settlements.

Dr. O'CONNOR: The Government
were commencing economy in the wrong
direction by abolishing medical officers
in agriculiural districts. He noticed by
the Estimates that the medical officer at
Bunbury received £200, and probably had
a good practice, while the doctor at
Beverley in the past had only received
£150 and had probably no practice. The
medical officer at Coolgardie received £500,
and probably had a big practice. The
Government ought to provide medical
officers where there was nota large popu-
lation, and whera there was a large popu-
lation the medical officer should not be
paid so much. Asg toclosing the hospitals
in country districts, he would point out
that the most common disease was
typhoid, und it was almost certain death
to remove a typhoid patient by train or
carriage 30 miles, The Government
might redunce the amount to medical
officers who bad large practices, and leave
those alone who had hitle or no practice,

Mr. NANSON: When the Govern-
ment went into the question of the reor-
ganisation of hospitals, they would find
they could make a sofficient saving to
supply all country places with subsidised
medical men. Take the case of Cool.
gardie. There was a splendidly equipped
hospital there, and it was the proper
place to bave such an institution, being
the centre of the Eastern Goldfields ; but
the cost was over £2,000 a year, and no
doubt a considerable saving could be
effected in that fnstitution. The Govern-
ment would also find other directions in
which a saving could be made. It was
not right to have some places where there
wag a hospital, and other places where
there wias no medical aid at all. Tntil
the reorganisation of the hospitals took
place, the Government did not know
what amount they could set apart for
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subsidising medical officers.  One of the
greatest inducements to land settlement
1 agricultural centres was the residence
of a doctor in the place. Most people
who took up land were married and had
families, and a person going into a
country district to settle asked if there
was a medical man in thedistrict. There
was nothing more likely to lead to settle-
ment than providing country districts
with medical nid.

Me. WALLAUGE: How could the
Government reconcile their action in
regard to the items for Beverley and
Northampton ¥ The amouns for Beverley
was struck off, while £200 was provided
for a medical officer at Northampton.
The places were gimilar. Both had rail-
way communication, and both were 30
miles from an established hospital, It
bad been stated that people lived a
long way from hospitals in the country ;
but someone was bound to live far away
from a hospital, and that someone would
occasionally Le sick. If the Government
aupplied a doctor for every district
throughout the State, he could understand
that. He would not deprive North-
ampton of medical aid if Beverley were
given a doctor. A great saving might be
effected in regard to public bhalls and
places of entertainment. In days gone
by public halls were built in every
agricultural and mining district, and now
there was great difficulty in finding use
for them, In erecting these halls the
Government had deprived people of
education and medical aid. When the
item in reference to the medical officer
at Northampton was reached he would
move to gtrike it out. He did not know
what was the system of pruning which
had been carried out by the Government,
but it seemed unfortunate that Beverley
should be so high in the alphabet and
Yalgoo so near the bottom. There
should be systematic retrenchment if any
were carried out.

Mr. HARPER: If it was justifiable
to strike out the item for Beverley on the
ground that people should supply them-
solves with medical aid, it was not logical
to keep a doctor in a town where
there was a bospital, because the Govern-
ment said in effect that the people must
Ea.y their medical man in a district

ut they need not pay him in the towns.
If economy in this vote were needed, it
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should be thorough and systematic. It
was no use making one or two country
places suifer while in thickly-populated
parts salaries were paid to doctors who
could live without them. A doctor could,
without a horse, conduct a large practice
in a town, where indeed his horse and
carriage were used mainly as an adver-
tisement, while in a country district a
horse was essential. In scattered dis-
tricts opportunities for private practice
were small. To test the feeling of the
Committee, he moved that the words
“ gix months” be struck ouf.

Amendment passed, and the words
struck out.

Tee PREMIER : The item had been
reduced becaunse of & vacancy. The
mwatter would be adjusted during the
Tecess.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
£75 provided on the Estimates was
nearly sufficient to see the vear out, be-
canse there had heen for some months a
difficulty in getting a doctor to go to
Beverley.

Ttem—Superintending Medical Officer,
Fremantle Lunatic Asylum, £700 :

De. O'CONNOR asked what the Gov-
ernment had done regarding an asylum
site.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
site had been chosen on Perth Commeon-
age. A select committee had recom-
mended one or two sites. It had pro-
posed that the Government pay £24,000
for a site at Lockeridge, near